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For the Repertory. 


TRUTH IS MIGHTY, AND MUST 
PREVAIL. 


‘‘Who hath believed our report? and to 
whom is the arm of the Lord reveal- 
ed ???—Isaiah liii. 1. 

There is perhaps no where to be 
met with an inquiry more appropri- 
ate,oralamentation more just, or 
more beautifully pathetic, than 
those instituted here by the Pro- 
phet. It was made after a suc- 
cession of luminous predictions 
of our Saviour’s Advent, and is 
prefixed to one of which it has 
been often remarked, that it seems 
rather a history of a past event, 
than a delineation of distant fu- 
turity. In this very amazing pro- 
phecy, the inspired poet has seen 
fit to imagine himself at a period 
of time when his view of the Sa- 
viour’s humiliation and suffering, 
should be retrospective, and when 
the futility of all his precedent 
warning and instruction, should 
be full before him. In this highly 
poetical translation of himself toa 
time remotely prospective, he a- 
dopted a mode in which he could 
best arrest the attention of his co- 

Vor. JII.......No. 10-—59 








temporaries; and by realizing, as 
it were, the melancholy objects of 
his prescience and the contempt 
which his previous notices of the 
Messiah were to meet with, could 
give alike to them, and to the one 
accompanying our text, their most 
powerful effect. “Who hath be- 
lieved our report?” he exclaimed, 
as the agonies of the Saviour burst 
upon his vision in dreadful reality. 
In vain I have proclaimed that the 
people who walk in darkness should 
see a greatlight, and that even those 
who dwellin the land of the sha- 
dow of death, should be resuscita- 
ted by its beams. In vain have I 
revealed the deter™ination of hea- 
ven to lay upon One the govern- 
ment, whose name should be called 
Wonderiul, Counsellor, the Mighty 
God, the Everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace. In vain have I 
told you of Him, whose girdle 
should be righteousness and faith- 


fulness. The report of the Rod: 


that should come forth out of the 


| stem of Jesse, upon whom the Spi- 


rit of the Lord should rest, the 
Spirit of Wisdom and Understand- 
ing, the Spirit of Counsel and 
Light, the Spirit of Knowledge and 
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of the fear of the Lord, has been 
unheeded. For when He, to whom 
these predictions referred, had ap- 
peared, he possessed no form, nor 
comeliness, that we should desire 
him. 

But things have greatly changed: 
Who hath believed our report? has 
become now the resort of the wa- 
vering for strength and firmness, 
and a weapon of resistless might in 
the hand of the soldier of the cross. 
An inquiry into the progress of the 
Gospel develops so much of power, 
reveals such unparalleled success; 
success too, effected against every 
disadvantage, by native unassisted 
strength, that the most timorous 
of its advocates take new courage 
from the consideration of it, and 
its hardiest adversaries assail it, 
but in hopeless, desperate maligni- 
ty. The extent of any power can 
be known only by its effects. Me- 
chanical force and individual prow- 
ess are subjected tothis test. Nor 
should we force the analogy be- 
tween them too far, were we to de- 
cide of any cause by the same cri- 
terion. Opinions have a moral 
force, strikingly analogous to the 
force of natural subjects. We find 
them by the weight of testimony 
overpowering the individual mind; 
then through that mind extending 
their influence over communities 
until all mankind have submitted 
to their control. Such is the 
course of things, often witnessed in 
regard to literary or philosophical, 
or merely practical subjects. It is 
by this inherent force of truth, con- 
stantly manifested, that the simi- 
larity of opinions and customs a- 
mong men, are, in a great degree, 
to be accounted for. We need scarce- 
ly instance the similarity of prac- 
tice in the various departments of 
the mechanic or the agriculturalist. 
We need only bring to the reader’s 
mind, by the slightest allusion, the 
many, very many, cases of celebri- 
ty, acquired by some wise sugges-. 


tion of the mechanic or the farmer, 
and of the universal prevalence 
soon acquired by such a suggestion, 
to make plain the idea I have en- 
deavoured to express, of the force 
of any opinion, or set of opinions, 
with the human mind. The analo- 
gy existing between the moral force 
of truth and the physical force re- 
siding in any material object, is still 
farther shown in the fact, that the 
universal and untaught admission 
of any proposition, establishes its 
truth beyond question, even with 
the most sceptical: and that re- 
sistance would no more be offered 
to such a proposition, than to the 
most irresistible power. But let us 
return to the object of our original 
pursuit: We said that there was 
much of consolation to be drawn 
from the progress of Christianity, 
as it exhibits a moral force almost 
amounting to a demonstration of 
its truth. Let us, then, seek an an- 
swer to the inquiry, Who hath be- 
lieved the report of the ministers 
of the Gospel? A survey of the 
world furnishes an instant answer 
to the inquiry, that the faith of 
milliot;s has been won to the Cross. 
But the almost universal assent 
which Christianity has received 
from mankind, however strongly it 
might entitle it to our respect, and 
however strongly it might recom- 
mend it, even to our confidence, 
serves in itself alone, to give but a 
faint idea of the vigour it has ex- 
erted, in establishing itself among 
mankind. It is necessary that we 
should see it in its origin, that we 
should witness its growth; that we 








should contemplate its various ef- 
| forts; that we should be present at 
its struggles, sympathize in its dif- 
ficulties, and behold its triumphs.— 
|We might transport the reader 
| back, in our efforts to discover 
these things to him, as far as the 
origin of the human race itself, or 
at least as far back as to the origin 
of human crime, and the promise 
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to mankind of a Saviour. And we 
might follow the progress of this 
scheme, to the edification and con- 
firmation, I doubt not, of every se 
rious inquirer after truth. But our 
object is now to contemplate, how- 
ever superficially, Christianity it- 
self in its effects upon men. We 
make no farther allusion, then, to 
the introductory scenes, as the ve- 
ry people engaged in them, became 
the bitterest opposers of the sys- 
tem they had been instrumental in 
bringing to light. Let us look at 
Christianity then, as its doctrines 


were first preached by their great, - 


immaculate, and, beyond all doubt, 
Divine Author. We witness in the 
first efforts of Jesus of Nazareth, 
nothing as far as appearances sug- 
gest the issue of any effort, calcu- 
lated to draw upon himself the at- 
tention of an enlightened commu- 
nity. We observe in Him nothing 


more than a young man dispensing 


lessons of morality and religion 
among the obscure, chiefly of an 
obscure province, remote from the 
wisdom and refinement of the capi- 
tal of the great Empire to which it 
belonged, as it was distant from it 
in situation. Among his follow- 
ers, we discover none who could 
recommend the institution he was 
founding to the notice of society by 
wealth, connection, or learning. 
They were unknown, unlearned, 
destitute. In addition to‘ these 
disadvantageous circumstances, 
the Saviour, far from coinciding 
with the prevailing opinions of the 
day, was directly opposed to them; 
far from manifesting a disposition 
to compromise with the errors to 
which he objected, he attacked 
them boldly; far from shrinking 
from danger, he met it fearlessly; 
far from bowing to the tremendous 
proscriptions of his country, he 
disclaimed their obligations; far 
from doing that superstitious and 
cowardly reverence to long esta- 
blished habits and_ institutions 
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mightily upheld, of which he dis- 
approved, he attacked them with 
daring intrepidity. Against the 
prejudices, not only of the mighty, 
but of every order of society— 
against their inveterate opinions— 
against the institutions with which 
their interests seemed identified, 
and around which every dear im- 
pressive association clung—against 
the passions, the practices, the re- 
ligion, not only of his own people, 
but of the world, the Saviour pre- 
sented himself, with the insignifi- 
cant aid of but twelve ignorant 
tradesmen. In addition to these 
desperate circumstances, which 
seemed ready to overwhelm our 
religion in its infancy, it was first 
preached among a people the most 
jealous of their religious institu- 
tions of ali the nations of the earth, 
and the most obstinately furious 
when roused. They could not be 


‘long in ignorance, of course, of an 


effort so singularly bold and great 
as was that of which we are speak- 


‘ing; nor could they calmly look 


upon an attack on their religion, 
and government in truth, however 
unpromising of success it might 
seem. They were roused into fury 
at what they deemed the impious 
temerity of our Saviour. They 
slew him as a malefactor; nor did 
their efforts cease here: their rage 
was still unappeased, their fears 
unassuaged. Their national fury 
burned as fiercely against his fol- 
lowers as against their leader. 
Their national strength was put in 
requisition to avenge the insult 
they had suffered; nor did age or 
sex, or obscurity or contempt, 
shield the advocate of Jesus from 
their malicious fears, their barba- 
rous caution, their diabolical zeal. 
They smote the shepherd, and the 
sheep were scattered. Thus situ- 
ated, Christianity first appears up- 
on the page of history. And it 
was deemed, says a profane writer, 
who, himself an enemy to our reli- 


4 


A ae RR a ale a al 








etm pn pede 








a 


SHB SS 








ee ace 








tye 


Sate 
RSA Saas Vie eit, 
* —S a a > 


a . he 
= Bs Lew 3 Ba = 





448 TRUTH IS MIGHTY. MAY, 


gion, has borne irresistible testi- 
mony to its truth, ¢hat, by the death 
of their leader, and the dispersion of 
his followers, their cause had been 
irrecoverably lost. We find it, how- 
ever, at no very distant period of 
time, much to the disappointment 
of its adversaries, presenting itself 
to view with every appearance of 
renewed vigour, and of determin- 
ed, invincible endurance. Recom- 
mended only by its own intrinsic 
worth, forwarded by the zeal of a 
few feeble advocates alone, sustain- 
ed only by the resolution with 
which its high hopes inspired 
them, it mingled ina close, and to 
its disciples destructive conflict 
with mankind. Its object was to 
meliorate their condition, to en- 
lighten their minds, to elevate 
their hopes, to enlarge their views, 
to dignify their plans, to raise 
their prospects from earth to hea- 
ven, to neutralize their adversities, 
to give zest to their enjoyments, to 
smooth the ruggedness of life, to 
tranquilize its agitations, to soften 
down men’s passions, to correct 
their lives, to purify their hearts: 
while, on the other hand, they re- 
sisted its influence, and by the most 
merciless tyranny endeavoured to 
sweep from the earth its advo- 
cates, that their cause might perish 
with them. Even in this seeming- 
ly most unequal warfare, the faith- 
ful historian presents Christianity 
to our view at each successive era 
as more glorious and powerful, 
and, in the very sufferance of the 
bloodiest persecution, rapidly dis- 
covering its irresistible influence. 
At length, we find it attract impe- 
rial notice; the crash of fallen idols, 
and of temples overthrown, arou- 
ses legionary vengeance. The de- 
cay of the gods on whom they 
deemed the hopes of their mighty 
empire pillared, alarmed the Ro- 
man Court, and the despisedGali- 
lean became, at length, afi object 
which Roman wisdom and Roman 








strength were thought necessary to 
oppose. Thus travelling in the 
greatness of its strength, Christi- 
anity at length met in conflict the 
constituted powers of the first em- 
pire of the world, and reached in 
its march the throne of its deities. 
So strong were its claims, so pow- 
erlul its influence upon the mind, - 
so irresistible its testimony, that 
mankind in vain arrayed against it 
the force of vindictive legislation. 
It triumphed over the terrors of 
their murderous torture. The 
gloom of blinded superstition was 
dissipated by its approach, and 
soon the pride of imperial sway 
fell before its progress. Thus tri- 
umphant it has ever continued. In 
circumstances more adverse to its 
welfare than persecution itself, it 
has been preserved. We cannot 
now trace Christianity through the 
long period which it has existed, 
and point out how it has witnessed 
the destruction of refinement an 

learning, survived amidst the dark- 
ness that ensued, and again called 
them forth from their desolation. 
It has lived in the confidence of 
men in the most unfavorable cir- 
cumstances; its report has been 
listened to through more than 
eighteen hundred years by believ- 
ing millions too numerous to re- 
count; and now how wide is its in- 
fluence extended, and how rapidly 
is it now more widely extending! 
Among those who in past ages, 
and at the present time, have be- 
lieved the report of the gospel, are 
recorded the names of those of 
whom the world is proudest The 
monarch, the sage, the philoso- 
pher, no less than the indigent and 
illiterate citizen, have yielded up 
their understandings and their 
hearts to its guidance. So many 
and so various are those who would 
range in the catalogue that should 
furnish an answer to the inquiry 
of the Prophet, that they of them- 
selves should repel all scepticism 
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from the opinions to which they 
have given their influence. But 
when all the circumstances of their 
belief suggest themselves to my 
consideration; when the difficulties 
and the triumphs of the Gospel of 
Christ arise in their terror and 
their sublimity before me, I am 
constrained, uninfluenced by any 
other reflection, to confess it the 


“power of God and the wisdom of | 
God unto salvation.”” But delight- 


ful as are these considerations to 
the mind of every friend to Chris- 
tianity, and convincing as they are 
of its truth, and encouraging and 
pleasing as they are, particularly 
to the minister of the Gospel, there 
are others which obtrude them- 
selves upon us of a less delightful 
character. We can but reflect, in 
inquiring who hath believed our 
report, upon the countless beings 
of our race whom that report has 
never reached. We can but re- 
flect upon the immense field which 
still stretches before the missiona- 
ry of the Cross, demanding in- 
creased exertion. And I cannot 
forbear to remind my readers, that, 
however remote this field may be 
from them, and however distant 
from the line of duty held forth to 
the private Christian; the igno- 
rance, the immorality, the desti- 
tute condition of those removed 
from the privileges of the Gospel, 
largely demand the attention of 
those who are more richly endow- 
ed. In many distant lands, the 
sound of the Gospel is unheard. 
In many parts of our own country, 
the inhabitants are scarcely less ig- 
norant of the Saviour than in a 
country of heathens, or than if the 
Saviour had never come upon his 
benevolent mission to mankind.— 
In our neighbourhocd, doubtless, the 
word of life is but partially dis- 
pensed. To these fields of labour, 
let us difect an efficient attention. 
And let me exhort every individu- 








al who may peruse these pages, to 





suffer no power of making known 
the Saviour, to be unexerted; for, 
let him remember, that to know 
Him aright is life eternal. The 
promises He left us, incite us to 
exertion: the progress which 
Christian effort has already given 
to the Gospel, animates our hopes; 
the triumphs of His cause over 
ignorance, violence, superstition 
and sin, brighten and bring near 
to our view the prospect of the 
universal spread of the doctrines 
of the Cross. 





To the Editor of the Repertory. 

A correspondent, under the sig- 
nature of 4 Churchman,” has in- 
dulged himself in some strictures 
on my “statement”? respecting the 
most important acts of the last 
General Convention. As he has 
not touched upon the merits of the 
statement itself, and has perverted 
what was intended as a commen- 
dation of Bishop Bowen’s Sermon 
into an attempt “to reproach all the 
other Bishofis, and vilify their ser- 
mons,’ I had determined to take 
no notice of the communication, 
but leave the author to enjoy, un- 
molested, all the advantage and 


| gratification he could derive from 


it. But, lest in the “statement,” 
which was drawn up in such haste 
as not to admit of much particu- 
larity in the selection of words, I 
may have expressed myself so 
loosely that others, as well as “A 
Churchman,” may misapprehend 
the meaning of my remarks, I beg 
leave to say one word by way of 
explanation to yourself and read- 
ers. 

In writing the paragraph which 
has proved so offensive to “A 
Churchman,” it was not my inten- 
tion, as he supposes, to cerisure the 
Right Reverend Bishops, or sneer 
at the sermons which they have 
preached at the opening of Gene- 
ral Conventions. That part of the 
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“statement”? which refers to “the 
frroposed alterationsof the Rubrics 
and Liturgy,’ will afford me an 
ample vindication against the 
charge of disrespectful feelings to- 
wards the Bishops; and I am hap- 
py to declare, that several of the 
sermons referred to, I have heard 
and read with pleasure and profit. 
It was my impression that the ex- 
cellence of Bishop Bowen’s sermon 
would be more distinctly and 
prominently exhibited to the read- 
er’s view by contrasting it with 
such “Convention sermons” (N. B. 
I did not say Genera/ Convention 
sermons) as have oiten been 
preached, and appear to have been 
formed upon one model; and which, 
in spirit, if not in form, are devoted 
to one or all of the three points 
specified in the “statement.” 

I freely acknowledge that the 
language employed on the subject 
is too general and undiscriminat- 
ing; and though the old rule, “gui 
capit, ille facit,”’ is applicable here, 
yet I am willing to add, that to all 
who feel themselves aggrieved by 
the language, I now offer my hum- 
ble apology. 

I find, on referring to the Jour- 
nal of the Convention, that I have 
inadvertently fallen into an error 
by omitting to state, that the canon 
“regulating the admission of per- 
sons as candidates for holy orders, 
and the time which they are to 
continue candidates before their 
ordination,’ was adopted by both 
Houses in General Convention. 

A Delegate from Maryland, 





For the Repertory. 

A FATHER’S LEGACY TO HIS SON. 
Of the State of Men after Death, 

and of the Resurrection of the 

Deads 

The bodies of men after death 
return to dust, and see corruption; 
“dust thou art, and to dust shalt 
thon return.”? But their souls 








(which neither die nor sleep,) ha- 
ving an immortal subsistence, im- 
mediately return to God who gave 
them. ‘To-day shalt thou be with 
me in Paradise.” ‘The spirit 
shall return to God who gave it.” 
The souls of the righteous being 
then made perfect in holiness, are 
received into the highest heavens, 
where they behold the face of God 
in light and glory, waiting for the 
redemption of their bodies. ‘We 
know that if our earthly house of 
this tabernacle were dissolved, we 
have a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.’’ And the 
souls of the wicked are cast into 
hell, where they remain in tor- 
ments and utter darkness, reserved 
to the judgment of the great day. 
‘And in hell he lifted up his eyes, 
being in torments,” &c. “And the 
angels which kept not their first 
estate, he hath reserved in chains 
under darkness, unto the judgment 
of the great day.” Besides these 
two places for souls separated 
from their bodies, the Scripture 
acknowledgeth none. There is 
then no occasion for men to be- 
queath great sums for masses, 
dirges and trentals, to be sung or 
said for them after they are dead, 
that their souls may at last be had 
to heaven, after they have been a- 
while in purgatory. At the last 
day, such as are found alive shall 
not die, but be changed. ‘Then 
we which are alive and remain, 
shall be caught up; and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord.” “We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all 
be changed.”’ And all the dead 
shall be raised up with the self- 
same bodies, and none other, al- 
though with different qualities, 
which shall be united to their 
souls forever. “And though after 
my skin, worms destroy this bo- 
dy, yet in my flesh shall I see 
God,” &c. And the Apostle St. 
Paul, speaking of the body at the 
resurrection of the dead, saith: “It 
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is sown in corruption, it is raised 
in incorruption,’ &c. At the ge- 
neral resurrection, the bodies of 
the unjust shall be raised by the 
power of Christ to dishonour; the 
bodies of the just, by his spirit, un- 
to honour, and be made conforma- 
ble to his own glorious body.— 
There shall be a resurrection of the 
dead, both of the just and of the 
unjust. Hear the words of our 
Saviour: “The hour is coming in 
the which all that are in the graves 
shall hear his voice, and shall come 
forth; they that have done good to 
the resurrection of life, and they 
that have done evil unto the resur- 
rection of damnation.” ‘The 
Lord Jesus Christ shall change our 
vile body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto his glorious body.” 

My son, let this instruct you, 
and every one that hath a Chris- 
tian hope, to let your soul depart 
with comfort. Death doth not 
lose the soul, but loosen it, and set 
it free from the bondage of cor- 
ruption. Annihilation is abhorred 
of nature. Had death nothing 
else to make it fearful, to He 
mouldering in the silent grave, 
neither seeing nor seen, would be 
woeful; but you, having the hope 
of eternal life, and “looking for 
that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God, and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ,” may 
and ought to comfort yourself, say- 
ing, Lord, into thy hands I com- 
mend my spirit. You lose it not, 
because Christ hath it; he will 
keep it in peace, and give it you 
back again in eternal joy. Doyou 
resign it freely; and I pray God 
accept and receive it graciously 
from you, ard preserve it with the 
spirits of just men made perfect, 
until the great day of his appear- 
ing to judgment. Amen. 


Of the Day of Judgment. 


God hath appointed a day 
wherein he will judge the world in 








righteousness by Jesus Christ, “by 
the man whom he hath ordained.” 
It is manifest that this honour be- 
longs to Christ; therefore Christ 
is God. And as God hath ap- 
pointed a day, he hath given him 
authority to execute judgment.— 
“The Father hath committed all 
judgment to the Son, because he is 
the Son of Man.” To this agrees 
that article of our faith in the 
Creed, that he who suffered under 
Pilate, should come to judge quick 
and dead. “God shall judge the 
secrets of ail hearts by Jesus 
Christ.” 

It is fit that He who came to be 
judged, should also come to judge: 
He that came in humility, to be 
judged by the unjust unjustly, shall 
come in glory to judge all justly. 

As it is for the honour of Christ, 
so it is for the horror of his ene- 
mies, when they shall see him 
whom they have pierced; entreat- 
ing the rocks and mountains to 
hide them from the presence of Him 
that sitsupon the throne. They 
shall behold Him in majesty, whom 
they would not vouchsafe to look 
upon in humility. 

For the comfort of his chosen 


ones, he is their Judge; thatis, their — 


Saviour. He that gave them the 
blood of mercy, to save them from 
the hand of justice, will not now 
condemn them. Happy faith that 
shall not be ashamed at that day! 
‘*A bide in him, that when he shall 
appear, we may have confidence, 
and not be ashamed before him at 
his coming.” Saints and angels 
shall all sing, “Blessing, honour, 
glory and power be unto Him that 
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb 
forever!” 

There will be a summons to 
make all appear before Christ’s 
tribunal. This will be done by the 
voice of Christ. “All that are in 
the graves shall hear his voice and 
come forth.” Therefore it is com- 
pared to a trumpet, the loudest of 
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~ 


all musical instruments: “The 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead 


Gospel. We “behold the Lamb 
of God, that taketh away the sin 


shall be raised:’’ a terrible voice, |' of the world:”? and comfort our- 


| 
' 


that shall shake the world, rend | 


the rocks, break the mountains, 


selves that “if any man sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, 


dissolve the bonds of death, burst || Jesus Christ the righteous; and he 


open the gates of hell, and unite 
all spirits to theirown bodies. OQ, |! 





is the propitiation for our sins.” 
The Gospel shall either thoroughly 


what a glory of our Saviour will |) justify us, or extremely condemn 


then appear, when he is set on his |, 


throne! Let him behold us in ho- I 


liness, that we may then behold | 
him in happiness. 

“Before him shall be gathered | 
all nations, and he shall separate | 
them one trom another, as a shep- | 
herd divideth his sheep from the | 
goats.” This full and final sepa- | 
ration is reserved for Christ, and | 
not performed till thatday. “Let | 
them grow together, corn and 
tares, untilthe harvest.” In hea 
ven are none but saints, in hell 
none but sinners; in earth they | 
are both promiscuously blended | 
together. Then every man must | 
undergo his trial. From the pri- | 
son of the grave, they are set pi 
fore the Judge, and there abide | 
their trial. There are certain books , 
to be opened for this probation— | 
some records filed in the court of | 
heaven. There is the book of the 
law, according to which, and the 
book of conscience, by which we 
must be judged. Here is divine 
science and humane conscience 
met together. We may forget 
our sins, but God keeps a true re- 
gister. 

He that believeth not on Christ, 
is condemned. The Gospel re- 
quireth of us faith and obedience: 
Faith—refent and believe the Gos- 
fel; Obedience—ye have obeyed 
from the heart that form of doctrine. 
Evangelical obedience is the faith 
Many think they are not bound to 
believe the Gospel; but by this 
they shall be judged. 

But now to ourselves. We must 
all stand beiore the tribunal of 








Christ. All our help is in the 


us. The Spirit shall convince the 
world of sin, saith Christ, because 
they believe not on me. Now, 


|| What is the Holy Ghost’s judg- 


ment here, will be Christ’s hereaf- 
ter. But why condemned of sin 
for not believing? First, because 
other sins are condemned by na- 
ture and law—as murder, adulte- 
ry, both among Jews and Genttles: 
but not to believe, is the proper 
sin of Christians; and it is a great 
sin, because they have the doc- 
trine of faith. Secondly, because 
infidelity is the root of all sins, as 
faith is of all good works: the 
want of faith leads from transgres- 
sion to presumption, from pre- 
sumption to despair. Thirdly, 
especially, because faith taketh 
away the guilt of all sins, and free- 
eth from condemnation; but infi- 
delity retains the guilt of itself and 
others. There is no sin but infi- 
delity—no righteousness but faith; 
not that adultery, intemperance, 
malice, are no sins: but unfaith- 
fulness remaining, every sin re- 
mains—that departing, every sin 
is pardoned, and quite taken away. 





From the Episcopal Register. 
CONFIRMATION. 

As I was sitting in my study, 
endeavouring to arrange my 
thoughts for a short lecture to a 
number of the young people of my 
parish, preparatory to their re- 
ceiving confirmation by the Bishop 
on the approaching Sabbath, I was 
surprised at receiving a call from 
one, the most interesting, but de- 
cidedly most gay and thoughtless 
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of my parishioners. She had been 
taught by her truly respectable 
parents to pay the most exact re- 
gard to all the external observan- 
ces of the Church. Long before 
she could understand the nature of 
religious rites, she had been con- 
secrated to God, in the solemn and 
precious sacrament of baptism.— 
And the first effort of her infant 
proficiency was essayed in Church, 
in lisping her soft and scarcely ar- 
ticulate responses. Few were bet- 
ter instructed in answering with 
readiness and precision the ques- 
tions in the Church Catechism, 
and.in yielding exact obedience to 
the minutest direction in her ad- 
mirable services. 
But her parents were not pro- 
portionably diligent in their endea- 
vours to impress on her infant 
heart a deep and lively sense of 
the necessity of personal religion. 
They had conveyed to her no im- 
pression of the evil of her wicked 
heart, nor its need of effectual 
renovation by the energy of the 
Holy Ghost. Indeed, they had ra- 
ther encouraged her to partake of 
what they termed the innocent 
and harmless amusements of life, 
and she had therefore grown up 
genteel and accomplished, full of 
life and vivacity, but with no appa-~ 
rent sense of the strictness and 
spirituality of our holy religion. 
When seated, with rather an 
embarrassed air she turned to me, 
saying, ‘I fear you will feel not a 
little surprised at the object of my 
visit. My parents are anxious that 
I should come forward next Sun 
day for Confirmation. I knew ve- 
ry well that it was improper that 
I should, but they urged it with so 
much importunity, that I consent- 
ed to submit the case to your 
judgment, and have therefore come 
to solicit the favour of your candid 
opinion—though I am very certain 
it will correspond with my own.” 
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just sense of the solemnity of thé 
rite, and had seriously resolved to 
lead a godly and a christian life, 
nothing could delight me more 
than to encourage you to present 
yourself to the Bishop. : 

“But I fear I have not. I enter- 
tain the highest respect for true 
Christians, but I am certain that I 
am far from being entitled to all 
their privileges. _My parents by 
no means agree with me. They 
say that I have at length arrived 
at that age when it is proper that 
I should be confirmed, and consid- 
er my objections and reluctance 
perfectly unnecessary. What is 
expected, Sir, of those who are to 
be confirmed?” 

Nothing more than a real and 
strict compliance with the promi- 
ses which were made for you at 
baptism. Do you feel as if you 
could repeat those promises and re- 
new those vows, in sincerity and 
singleness of heart? Are you in- 
deed willing and ready ‘to re- 
nounce the devil and all his works, 
the pomps and vanities of the 
world, and the sinful desires of the 
flesh?’ 

“To my parents I have said that 
my devotion to fashionable compa- 
ny and amusements, and the gaiety 
of my life, are utterly inconsistent 
with this solemn declaration. They 
have no idea, should I consent to 
be confirmed, that it will be neces- 
sary for me to forego these amuse- 
ments; and certainly my relish for 
them is unabated, and I have ne- 
ver had an idea of relinquishing 
them.” 

You are right, then, in thinking 
that it would be perfectly inconsis- 
tent to repeat those vows in Con- 
firmation. How abominable to 
approach the servant of God with 
falsehood upon your lips, implor- 
ing his benediction and his pray- 
ers! I cannot imagine how a faith- 
ful minister can encourage the 








Could I hope that you had any 
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thoughtless and the gay to mock 
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God by such feigned and heartless 
professions. 

“Even so has it ever appeared 
to me, upon merely that slight re- 
flection which I have given the 
subject. But do you require as 
much of a person to be confirmed 
as you do of one who would par- 
take of the Lord’s Supper!” 

Repentance towards God, and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
connected with a hearty renuncia- 
tion of the world, and true charity 
for all mankind, and holy resolu- 
tions of future holiness and piety, 
are all required of a baptized a- 
dult, and consequently of a person 
desirous of being confirmed: and 
surely nothing more is necessary 
for the due and profitable recep- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper. Ne- 
vertheless, as the evidences of this 
state of grace and salvation vary 
considerably in apparent force, I 
should imagine that encouraging 
evidence, scarcely sufficient to jus- 
tify an approach to the Lord’s Ta- 
ble, might possibly prove satisfac- 
tory ground of encouragement 
that Confirmation would prove a 
profitable right. 

“You agree with me in opinion, 
then, that it is not my duty to think 
of being confirmed?” 

If you are not deliberately re- 
solved to abstain trom the vain 
amusements to which you have 
hitherto been devoted, and lead a 
new life of serious and humble pie- 
ty, you would certainly incur much 
guilt, but could derive no profit, by 
coming to the Bishop to be con- 
firmed by him. 

“I shall return home greatly re- 
lieved by having it in my power to 
state that your views of the sub- 
ject correspond so entirely with 
mine. As my reluctance did not 
satisfy my parents, I trust that 
your advice will prevent their fur- 
ther importunity; I must there- 
fore bid you good morning.”’ 

De not be in haste to retire, my 








dear young friend. I have many 
other thoughts to suggest on this 
very important and interesting 
subject. Your good sense has en- 
abled you to detect the gross im- 
propriety of receiving the rites 
and ordinances of our holy reli- 
gion, whilst the heart still remains 
devoted to the world. I am sur- 
prised that your conscience has 
not admonished you that this pre- 
sents but a very partial and imper- 
fect view of the case before us.— 
Have you never asked yourself 
whether it is not your duty ¢o de 
frepared for Confirmation? Why 
should you feel so well satisfied 
with avoiding apparent inconsis- 
tency by doing that which you 
ought not, and abstaining from 
that which you are bound, by ma- 
ny sacred obligations, to perform? 

“Indeed, Sir, I cannottell. It 
never occurred to me that at my 
time of life, I should be required 
to forego the fashionable amuse- 
ments in which I have hitherto 
sought my chief enjoyment.” 

But are you not under a very so- 
lemn vow to renounce the pomps 
and vanities of this wicked’ world? 

“I never made any such pro- 
mise.” 

Your sponsors in baptism did 
vow and promise these things for 
you, and you have often been ad- 
monished that at a suitable age, 
you were bound to keep and per- 
form them. 

“But not until I become truly 
religious.” 

Why are you not so now? Is it 
less your duty to serye God and 
keep his commandments at this 
moment, than at some future time? 
Has He excused you from your du- 
ty till by reason of age or sickness 
you will be unfit for it? Would to 
God it were in my power to con- 
vince you how much it is your du- 
ty to perform your baptismal 
vows, whether you renew them in 
Confirmation or not! Your hea- 
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venly Father exacts the same duty, 
obedience, and piety of you, in or- 
der to your salvation, that he does 
of his most eminent saints and 
ministers. He holds you bound 
by the baptismal covenant just as 
much as if you had made it your- 
self, or renewed it before the Bi- 
shop in the house of God. 

Do not think then that you are 
left at liberty to lead a life of unre- 
strained gaiety, because you de- 
cline being confirmed, or have ne- 
ver come to the Communion. By 
the same law shall we all be judg- 
ed. If the souls of the real chil 
dren of God derive spiritual re- 
freshment from partaking of the 
appointed rites and ordinances of 
our holy religion, then your soul 
will be left to famine and death if 
you desire and receive them not. 
And in Heaven it is regarded as 
great folly, inconsistency, and sin, 
for you to lead a life of frivolous 
gaiety and irreligion, as it would 
be for me, or for your venerable 
Bishop. You are just as much 
bound to renounce the world, to 
believe in God, and to obey him, as 
the most anxious and exemplary 
Christian you ever knew. 

I have ever thought it most pre- 
mature and unadvised to urge 
young people to come to Confirma- 
tion and Communion before they 
have manifested any serious inte- 
rest in divine things, or have made 
voluntary advances in soliciting 
advice, or desiring permission to 
enjoy the more solemn and sacred 
means of grace; and I have rather 
insisted, therefore, on the para- 
mount importance of. giving their 
hearts to God, in the experience, 
the love, and the obedience of his 
holy gospel. 

And instead of urging you to 
present yourself tor Confirmation, 
I consider it, my dear. young 
friend, much more my duty. plain- 
ly to tell you that until you awaken 
to a serious sense of religion, are 
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truly resolved to abstain from the 
foolish gaieties of the young and 
thoughtless, and really desire to 
love and serve the Saviour who has 
died for you, it is mo¢ your duty to 
be confirmed. For itis an awful 
thing to mock God with formal 
and insincere promises and vows. 

Yet I beg you to reflect that 
similar perverseness and guilt still 
attach to the perverted state of 
your affections, in not desiring to 
serve God, and receive his pro- 
mised grace. And I hope when 
your young friends bow with sin- 
cerity and true piety to receive the 
blessing of the Bishop, you will 
feel that you heed it quite as much 
as they. For surely to your im- 
mortal soul, it must be quite as 
important as to theirs, that you not 
only be made the child of God, and 
receive the influences of his Spirit, 
but also “that you may continue 
his forever, and daily increase in 
his Holy Spirit more and more, 
until you come unto his everlast- 
ing kingdom.” 

She appeared deeply affected, 
and I even thought, that when I 
affectionately pressed her hand at 
parting, tears seemed for a mo- 
ment to dim the brightness of her 
eloguent eyes. May they be soon 
exchanged for the radiant pearls 
which drop from the lids of sine 
cere and humble penitents! 


A C—n. 





For the Repertory. 


Mr. Editor: This is emphatical- 
ly an age of metaphors; and that 
some which are feeble, inappro- 
priate, and abortive, should be em- 
ployed, is no matter of wonder.— 
But when this rage for “rhetori- 
cating,” and making “flights,”’ as 
they are called, finds its way into 
the pulpit, it should be no longer 
tolerated. St. Paul would need 
an interpretation of many of the 
tropes of our popular preachers.— 
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I would clip their wings with the 
following caustic remarks of Dr. 
South. Junius. 
‘“‘A second property of the abili- 
ty of speech conferred by Christ 
upon his Apostles, was its unaffect- 
ed plainness and simplicity; it was 
to be easy, obvious, and familiar; 
with nothing in it strained or far- 
fetched—no affected scheme, or 
airy fancies, above the reach or re- 
lish of an ordinary apprehension; 
no, nothing of all this: but their 
grand subject was truth, and con- 
sequently above all these petty 
arts and poor additions, as not be- 
ing capable of any greater lustre 
or advantage than to appear just 
asit is. For there is a certain 
majesty in plainness; as the pro- 
clamation of a prince never frisks 
it in tropes, or in fine conceits, in 
numerous and well-turned periods; 
but commands in sober, natural 
expressions. A substantial beau- 
ty, as it comes out of the hands of 
nature, needs neither paint nor 
patch—thing's never made to adorn, 
but to cover something that would 
be hid. Itis with expressions and 
the clothing of a man’s concep- 
tions, as with the clothing of a 
man’s body. All dress and orna- 
ment suppose imperfection, as de- 
signed only to supply the body 
with something from without, 
which it wanted, but had not of 
its own. Gaudery is a pitiful and 
a mean thing, not extending far- 
ther than the surface of the body: 
nor is the highest gallantry consid- 
erable to any but to those who 
would hardly be considered with- 
out it; for in that case indeed there 
may be great need of an outside, 
where there is little or nothing 
within. “I speak the words of so- 
berness,” said St. Paul, Acts xxvi, 
25. And “I preach the Gospel not 
with the enticing words of man’s 
wisdom,” 1 Cor. ii. 4. This was 
the way of the Apostle’s discours- 
ing of things sacred. Nothing 





CHRISTIAN BENEVOLENCE. 














MAY, 


here of ‘the fringes of the north-star;’ 
nothing of ‘the down. of Angels’ 
wings, or the ‘beautiful locks of 
Cherubims:’? no starched simili- 
tudes, introduced with a ‘thus have 
I seen a cloud rolling in its airy 
mansion,’ and the like.. No, these 
were sublimities above the rise of 
the apostolic spirit. For the Apos- 
tles, poor mortals, were content to 
take lower steps, and to tell the 
world in plain terms, that he who 
believed should be saved, and that 
he who believed not, should be 
damned, And this was the dialect 
which pierced the conscience, and 
made the hearers cry out, ‘Men 
and brethren, what shall we do!’— 
It tickled not the ear, but sank in- 
to the heart; and when men came 
from’ such sermons, they never 
commended the preacher for his 
taking voice or gesture—for the 
fineness of such a simile, or the 
quaintness of such a sentence: but 
they spoke like men conquered by 
the force and evidence of the most 
convincing truths—much in the 
words of the two disciples going 
to Emaus: ‘Did not our hearts 
burn within us while he opened to 
us the Scriptures?’ ”’ 


CHRISTIAN BENEVOLENCE, 


The noble influence of a spirit 
of disinterested Christian benevo- 
lence, pervading a whole life, pro- 
duces, even by small offerings, the 
largest and most glorious results. 
“If those who gain all they can, 
and save all they can, will likewise 
give all they can, then the more 
they gain the more they grow in 
grace, and the more treasure they 
will lay up in heaven.”” Upon this 
principle, Mr. John Wesley began 
in his youth, and acted upon it 
throughout his long life. ‘This,”’ 
said he in a sermon, “was the prac- 
tice of all the young men at Oxford, 
who were called Methodists. For 
example: one of them had thirt v 
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pounds a year; he lived on twenty- 
eight, and gave away forty shil- 
lings. The next year, receiving 
sixty pounds, he still lived on 
twenty-eight, and gave away two 
and thirty. The third year he re- 
ceived ninety pounds, and gave 
away sixty-two. The fourth year 
he received an hundred and twen- 
ty pounds; still he lived as before 
on twenty-eight, and gave to the 
poor ninety-two.™ It was of him- 
self he spake It is affirmed that 
in the course of his lite, he gave 
away not less than $!30,000; and 
the assertion is probably well 
founded. “AMI the profit of his 
literary labours, all that he receiv- 
ed or could collect, (and it amount- 
ed, said Mr. Nichols, to an im- 
mense sum, for he was his own 
printer and bookseller,) was devot- 
ed to charitable purposes.” 

Miss. Herald. 


PRIZE ESSAY, 


On the Perpfretuity and Divine Au- 
thority of the Sabbath. By Wil- 
liam Jay, Esq. 

The desire for the pleasures of 
the present life, and the belief in 
the rewards and punishments of 
that which is to come, are the two 
great and governing principles of 
humanconduct, These principles 
occasionally operate in unison; but 
in general they exercise a counter- 
acting influence. The apprehen- 
sion of a state of future retribu- 
tion, frequently imbitters the en- 
joyment and limits the extent of 
unhallowed indulgence; while on 
the other hand, the allurements of 
sense too often divert the eye of 
faith from that vision of heavenly 
bliss, on which it delights to rest; 
and dissipate those apprehensions 
of divine wrath which conscience 
had awakened. Hence the inge- 
nuity of man has in every age been 
exerted to enable him to enjoy the 
present, without losing sight of the 
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future world: or in other words, 


to reconcile pleasure and duty, and 


to soften, if not to silence, the 
troublesome admonitions of con- 
science. To effect this end, while 
the authority of the divine law has 


been reverently acknowledged, its. 


provisions have been accommo- 


dated, by subtle distinctions and, 
explanations, to the propensities of 


our nature. So prone are mankind 
to extend, by every possible means, 
the limits of lawful gratification, 
that multitudes who would have 
shuddered at an open and avowéd 
transgression of the commands of 
their Maker, have been insensibly 
led to avail themselves of these 
distinctions and explanations, to 
lower the requisitions of Scripture; 
and have fatally persuaded them- 
selves, that while eagerly pursuing 
the pleasures and vanities of this 
world, they were not forfeiting 
their title to more substantial and 
enduring happiness. Hence we 
have the maxim ostensibly found- 
ed on the benevolence of the Dei- 


ty; while the qualifications pre- - 


scribed by his wisdom and _holi- 
ness are forgotten, that “to enjoy, 
is to obey.” Hence all amuse- 
ments, not in themselves positive- 


_ly immoral, are denominated “in- 


nocent,” while the prodigal waste 
of time and money which many of 
them occasion, the temptations by 
which they are accompanied, and 
the sins to which they frequently 
lead, are willingly overlooked. 
This perpetual effort to bring 
down the standard of Christian 
obedience to our own convenience 
and inclinations, and to combine 
the enjoyments of this world with 
the hopes of a better, has often in- 
volved the best and wisest of men 
in lamentable inconsistences, and 
has caused no small portion of those 
gross and tolerated violations of 
the divine law, which are witnessed 
in every government and nation 
professing the authority of the bible. 
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In no instance, perhaps, are 
these remarks more forcibly illus- 
trated, than in the qualifications 
with which the injunction to keep 
holy the Sabbath Day is received, 
and in the manner in which it is 
obeyed. To suspend, for one day 
in every week, all the secular occu- 
pations of life, and to arrest the 
ardent pursuit of pleasure and of 
avarice, is to thwart many of the 
strongest passions of our nature, 
while to refuse obedience to a plain 
and positive command of the Dei- 
ty, is appalling to the conscience. 

It is not, therefore, surprising, 
that various expedients have been 
devised for dispensing with the 
obligation of this command, with- 
out renouncing the allegiance due 
to its Author. Hence it is main- 
tained, that the Sabbath formed 
only a part of that system of types 
and figures which constituted the 
Mosaic dispensation, and that its 
authority ceased when those types 
and figures received their accom- 
plishment in the mission of the 
promised Messiah; and the alleged 
silence of the New Testament re- 
specting this institution, is adduced 
as a proof, that the observance of 
the Sabbath is one of those bur- 
thens, from which the Author of 
Christianity has relieved his fol- 
lowers. It cannot, therefore, be 
either useless or uninteresting to 
inquire, on what grounds our obli- 
gation to keep the Sabbath Day 
holy, is founded; and by what au- 
thority we are required to observe 
_ the first, instead of the last, day of 

the week. 

The sacred historian, after re- 
counting the several acts of crea- 
tion on six successive days, pro- 
ceeds in the following words: 
“Thus the heavens and the earth 
were finished, and all the host of 
them. And on the seventh day, 
God ended his work which he had 
made; and he rested on the se- 
venth from all his work which he 
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had made. And God blessed the 
seventh day, and sanctified it.’ 
(Gen. ii. 1, 2, 3.) 

The terms dlessing and sanctifica- 
tion, as applied to a day, can have 
no other meaning, than that the 
day was made instrumental in con- 
ferring blessings, and was appro- 
priated to sacred purposes; and 
the rest here ascribed to the Al- 
mighty, can intend no more than 
that he then completed the work 
of creation. No sooner was this 
glorious and stupendous work ac- 
complished; a work which infinite 
wisdom pronounced to be “very 
good;” than the Deity decreed that 
the seventh day, the first that had 
witnessed the fair.and perfect cre- 
ation, should become a source of 
blessings, and be consecrated to 
his service. But to whom was 
this day to yield its blessings, and 
by whom was it to be observed as 
holy time? ‘The Sabbath was 
made for man;” for him for whom 
the new world had been called in- 
to existence, and to whom “do- 
minion” had been given “over all 
the earth.”” But man, even while 
innocent, did not lead a life, either 
of sloth, or of independence. He 
was required “to dress and to 
keep” the garden in which he was 
placed, and obedience was made 
the condition of his happiness. 
His time, therefore, even in Para- 
dise, was necessarily divided be- 
tween his secular occupations, and 
his religious duties. “hese occu- 
pations and duties were both ex- 
tensively multiplied, when, in con- 
sequence of the fall, he was doom- 
ed, in the sweat of his face, to eat 
his bread, and when penitence and 
religious rites were required to 
propitiate his offended Maker. It 
became, therefore, important that 
his labours should be suspended 
at stated intervals, that he might 
have leisure for the considerations 
of his spiritual interests, and for 
the performance of those duties 
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which his God _ had _ enjoined. 
Hence we are led to acknowledge 
the wisdom and benevolence that 
sanctified the seventh day, and to 
perceive the rich and varied bless- 
ings, of which that day was the 
source. 

It has been maintained by some, 
that the passage we have quoted, 
was inserted by Moses in his histo- 
ry only in anticipation of the for- 
mal institution of the Sabbath at 
Sinai. This supposition seems to 
be founded on the opinion, that the 
Mosaic dispensation, if not the 
first, was at least a mew system of 
revealed religion; and that, as the 
Sabbath formed a part of that dis- 
pensation, it could not have been 
instituted at the early period to 
which we have referred it. 

That the antedeluvian world was 
favoured with a revelation of the 
will of God, might be inferred, in 
the absence of other testimony, 
from the awful punishment with 
which its guilt was visited. We 
find in the patriarchal history, nu- 
merous instances of divine revela- 
tions to particular individuals; but 
we are not therefore to suppose, 
that the rest of mankind were left 
without any authoritative guide in 
the performance of their religious 
duties; or that the knowledge of the 
true God was untaught by, any ge- 
neral system of religious belief and 
practice. The original religion 
having become, in the lapse of 
ages, greatly corrupted, and in ma- 
ny instances wholly lost, Provi- 
dence was pleased to make a se- 
cond revelation of his will; but a 
careful examination of Scripture 
will convince us, that the Mosaic 
dispensation, instead of being a 
new religion, was rather a revival 
with some additions, of that sys- 
tem which was revealed to Adam, 
and which had constituted the re- 
ligion of the patriarchs. A few 
instances of coincidence between 
the antedeluvian and patriarchal 
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religion and the Jewish economy, 
will suffice to establish the correct- 
ness of this position. 

The law of Moses required an 
offering of the first ripe fruits, and 
the sacrifice of the “firstling” of 
every cow, sheep, and goat, and of 
their “fat.” (Ex. xxii. 29. Num. 
xviil. 17.) The same law was pro- 
bably in force in the time of Adam, 
as one of his sons “brought of the 
fruit of the ground, an offering un- 
to the Lord;” and the _ other 
“brought of the jrstlings of his 
flock, and of the fat thereof.” (Gen. 
iv.) The distinction between 
clean and unclean beasts, formed 
a prominent feature in the Jewish 
law; nor was this distinction un- 
known to Noah: for he was com- 
manded to take a certain number 
of clean and unclean beasts with 
him into the ark, and it does not 
appear that he required or receiv- 
ed any instructions as to the par- 
ticular animals included in these 
two classes. The sacrifices of the 
Jews were offered upon altars; and 
the first act of Noah on leaving the 
ark, was to build an altar, and to 
offer a burnt sacrifice of “every 
clean beast, and of every clean 
fowl.’ The priesthood constitut- 
ed an essential part of the Jewish 
polity; and the tribe of Levi was 
maintained by tithes. In the his- 
tory of Abraham, we find him giv- 
ing “tithes”? to a “priest of the 
Most High God.” The Jewish 
law required that animals offered 
in sacrifice, should be cut into fie- 
ces, and the pieces laid in order upt- 
on the altar; but if the victim were 
a bird, it was expressly forbidden 
to “divide it asunder,” (Lev. i. 12, 
17.) Even these minute regula- 
tions were familiar to Abraham, 
since, in the account ziven us of a 
sacrifice by him, of certain ani- 
mals and birds, itis said, “And he 
took unto him all these, and di- 
vided them in the midst, and laid 








each piece one against another, but 
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the’ birds divided he not.,” (Gen. 
xv. 10.) The law announced by 
Moses, “he that smiteth a man, so 
thac he die, shall surely be put to 
death,” was only a repetition of 
the command given to Noah, 
“whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by 
man shall his blood be shed.”’ 


Other coincidences might be 
mentioned, but these are abun- 
dantly sufficient to prove, that no 
inference can be drawn against the 
early institution of the Sabbath, 
from the fact, that the observance 
of this day was enjoined by the 
law of Moses. It is also worthy 
of remark, that there is no evi- 
dence that the patriarchs were ei- 
ther ignorant or regardless of the 
obligation to keep holy the Sab- 
bath Day.. We know that the. 
Sabbath was observed by the Jews 
betore their arrival at Sinai, and 
of course that its institution was 
prior to the promulgation of the 
decalogue, (see Ex. ch. xvi.) The 
very language of the fourth com- 
mandment bears testimony to this 
important fact. Instead of, “thou 
shalt keep the seventh day holy,” it 
is, ‘remember the Sabbath Day, to 
keep it holy.” Here the term 
Sabbath is used without explana- 
tion, as one well known; and the 
injunction to remember, implies | 
previous knowledge. Instead of, | 
“Wherefore the Lord wid/ bless the 
Sabbath Day, and hallow it;”’ the 
words are, “Wherefore the Lord | 
blessed the Sabbath Day, and hai- | 
lowed it.”? But if the Sabbath had. 
never yet been observed, we are at! 
a loss to understand in what sense , 
it had already been blessed and } 
hallowed. The antideluvians and | 
patriarchs had equal cause with | 
the Jews. to commemorate the, 
goodness of God, as displayed in, 
the Creation, and equal need with | 





them of a periodical cessation | 
from labour, and of a stated period 
for religious worship and instruc- 
tion. There is, therefore, nothing 
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in this institution that confines it 
to one age or nation: It was as 
much a blessing and a privilege to 
Adam, to Enoch and Abraham, as 
it was to Moses. 

The Sabbath was, no doubt, ob- 
served for ages, with more or less 
reverence, among the various na- 
tions which sprung from the sons 
of Noah; and traces of this insti- 
tution may be discovered in their 
history and customs, long after 
idolatry had effaced all remem- 
brance of its origin. The division 
of time into weeks is wholly arbi- 
trary, and could not have been de- 
rived, like the computation by 
months and years, from the mo- 
tions of the heavenly bodies. We, 
nevertheless, find this period of 
time in use among various nations, 
whose antiquity, character and 
situation, utterly forbid the suppo- 
sition that they borrowed it from 
the obscure and despised children 
ofIsrael. The learned Goguet ob- 
serves: ‘We find from time im- 
memorial, the use of this period 
among all nations, and without any 
variation in the form of it. The 
Israelites, Assyrians, Egyptians, 
Indians, Arabians, and in a word, 
all the nations of the East, have, in 
all ages, made use of a week of se- 
ven days.”’ Origin of Laws, vol. i. 


b. 3. ch. 2.” 


*Goguet is supported in this assertion 
by a great mass of authority. Joseph 
Scaliger, as quoted by Stlelingfleet, 
Orig. Sac. p. 46, declares that the week 
was “res omnibus orientis populis, ab 
ultima usque antiquitate usitata.” 

“One of the most striking collateral 
confirmations of the Mosaic history of 
the Creation, is the general adoption of 
the division of time into weeks, which 
extends from the Christian states of Eu- 
rope to the remote shores of Hindostan, 
and has equally prevailed among the 
Hebrews, the Egyptians, Chinese, 
and northern barba- 
rians.”? Horne’s Introduction to the crit. 
study of the Scriptures, v. i. p. 161. 

“The week is known to the inhabi- 
tants of Guinea.” En. Br. Chronology. 
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But it is not alone in the septe- 
nary division of time, that we dis- 


“The Scandinavians and Saxons called 
the days of the week by the names of 
their divinities, and from the forms of 
the statues by which those divinities 
were represented.”’ Encly. Brit. Poly- 
theism. 

The idolatrous origin of these names, 
is conclusive evidence that they must 
have been given before these nations 
were converted to Christianity, and of 
course that the use of the week is of 
high antiquity in the north of Europe. 
Several, and probably all the Scandina- 
vian and Saxon deities alluded to in the 
above quotation, were planetary. Thus 
Sunday and Monday were named after 
divinities whose idols were decorated, 
one with the figure of the sun, and the 
other with that of the moon. 

Dion Cassius, who flourished under 
the emperor Septimus Severus, was a 
Roman senator, of consular dignity, and 
had held the government of provinces 
both in Asiaand Africa, His rank, and 
the offices he had filled, afforded him 
peculiar opportunities of becoming ac- 
quainted with the customs of various na- 
tions, and give no ordinary weight to his 
testimony. In his History of Rome, 37 
e. 18, 19, he has several observations on 
the origin of the names of the days, and 
prefaces them with the following asser- 
tion: ‘The custom of referring the days 
to the seven stars, termed planets, was 
originally established by the Egyptians, 
but extends at present to all mankind.” 

Philostratus, a Greek sophist, who 
was contemporary with Dion Cassius, in 
his Life of Apollonius, has the following 
passage: “larchus, the Indian, gave to 
Apollonius seven rings, named after the 
planets, which he was to wear in suc- 
cession, according to the names of the 
days.” B. iii. ch. 15. 

In the “Memoires concernant l’his- 
toire, les sciences, les arts, &c. dgs Chi- 
nois,’’ tome v. p. 44, we find the follow- 
ing: “Ils (les Chinois) divisent leurs 
semaines comme nous, suivant l’ordre des 
planetes. Le soleil et la terre sont les 
deux premieres. Quant aux cing autres, 
les Chinois leur out donne les noms de 
leur cing elemens, qui sont: la terre, le 
Jew, Peau, le bois & les metaux. Ils out 
applique le nom de la terre a la planete 
que nous nommous Saturne; le bois a 
Jupiter; le feu a Mars; le metal a Ve- 








nus, & eau a Mercure.” 


Vor. VIII.......No. 10—61 
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cover proofs of the early institu- 
tion of the Sabbath. The very 


La Place, who probably holds the first 
rank among the mathematicians and as- 
tronomers of the present day, seems to 
be much struck with the ancient and 
universal use of the week; and being too 
much of a philosopher to refer to his Bi- 
ble for an explanation of this custom, he 
indulged in vague conjectures as to its 
origin. In his “Exposition du Systeme 
du Monde,” we meet with the following 
remarks: “La semaine depuis la plus 
haute antiquite dans laquelle se perd son 
origine, circule sans interruption a tra- 
vers les siecles, en se melant aux calen- 
driers successifs des differens peuples. 
Il est tres remarquable quelle se trouve 
identiquement la meme sur toute la 
terre, soit relativement a la denomination 
de ses jours reg lee sur le plus ancien 
systeme d’astronomie, soit par rapport a 
leur correspondance au meme instant 
physique. C’est peut-etre le monument 
le plus ancien et le plus incontestable 
des connaissances humaines: il parait 
| indiquer une source commune d’ou elles 
se sont repandues.” p. 18. 

“Les Chinois avaient au lieu du siecle, 
un cycle de soixaute aus, et un cycle de 
'soixaute jours, au lieu de la semaine; 
{mais ce petit cycle de sept jours en 
| usage dans tout l’orient, leur etait con- 
' nu depries les temps les plus recules.” 
| p. 363. 
| ‘Suivant Dion Cassius, la semaine est 
'du aux Egyptiens—La semaine se re- 
trouve dans l’Inde parmi les Brames, et 
|avec nos denominations; et je me suis 
/ assure que les jours denommes par eux 
| et par nous de la meme maniere, respon- 
dent aux memes instants physiques. 
Cette periode etait en usage chez les 
Arabes, les Juifs, les Assyriens, en Chi- 
ne, et dans tout l’Orient. _ Il est impos- 
sible au milieu de taut de peuples di- 
vers, d’en reconnaitre linventeur. Nous 
| pouvous seulement affirmer qu’elle est 
| le plus ancien monument des connais- 
| sances astronomiques.” p. 365. 
| Itis unquestionably a fact, that the 
‘ancients distinguished the days of the 
week by the names of the planets; but 
this fact, far from proving the astronom#- 
cal origin of the week, only indicates the 
very high antiquity of this division of 
time. The adoration of the heavenly 
bodies was probably the first departure 
from the worship of the true God. The 
book of Job, which was evidently writ- 














































































day of the week, which had been 
blessed and sanctified by the Crea: 
tor, was regarded for ages with 
peculiar reverence by nations who 
were ignorant of its true claims to 
their veneration. 

Hesiod says, ‘‘The seventh day 
is holy.” 

Homer and Callimachus give it 
the same title. 

Theophilus of Antioch says, con- 
cerning the seventh day, ‘The day 
which all mankind celebrate.” 

Porphyry says, “The Phenicians 
consecrated one day in seven as 
holy.” 

Linus says, “A seventh day is 
observed among saints and holy 
people.” 

Eusebius says, ‘Almost all the 
philosophers and poets acknow- 
ledge the seventh day as holy.” 

Clemens Alexandrinus says, 
“The Greeks, as well as the He- 
brews, observe the seventh day as 
holy.” 

Josephus says, “No city of 
Greeks or barbarians can be found, 
which does not acknowledge a se- 
venth day’s rest from labour.” 


ten ata very early period, contains no 
allusion to idolatry; yet we learn from it, 
that the sun and moon were, at that time, 
the objects of religious worship. It is 
not surprising, that superstition should 
appropriate each day in the week to a 
planetary deity—should set it apart for 
his worship, and honour it with his name. 
It is, indeed, remarkable, as La Place 
observes, that the names of the days 
should be the same throughout the 
world; and this uniformity proves, that 
these names were given prior to the di- 
vision of mankind into distinct and inde- 
pendent nations. But it is almost as ab- 
surd to suppose, that the planets gave 
rise to the week, as it would be to attri- 
bute the year to the 365 Saints in the 
Romish Calendar, to whom its several 
days are dedicated. La Place, in as- 


cribing the week to the invention of some 
ancient astronomer, affords another in- 
stance of the credulity of infidelity, 
which is ever ready to embrace any hy- 
pothesis that impugns the veracity of the 
sacred volume, ’ 
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Philo says, “The seventh day is 
a festival to every nation.” 

Tibullus says, “The seventh day, 
which is kept holy by the Jews, is 
also a festival to the Roman wo- 
men.” 

Lucian says, “The seventh day is 
given to school-boys as a holy- 
day.”’* 

As has been already observed, 
the precepts and institutions which 
constituted the religion of Adam 
and his family, and which had been 
transmitted through Noah to the 
patriarchs, became, in the lapse of 
ages, almost totally forgotten and 
disregarded, and the corruption of 
human nature threatened once 
more to extinguish the light of re- 
velation. Butthe Deity, when, in 
compassion to the frailties of his 
creatures, he declared that he 
would not “again smite any more 
every thing living,” resolved that 
mankind should never again whol- 
ly lose the knowledge of their Cre- 
ator, the mode of his worship, nor 
the anticipation of that great a- 
tonement, which was one day to 
be made for their guilt. For this 
purpose, a particular nation was 
selected as the depository of the 
true religion, and the precepts and 
institutions originally revealed to 
our first parents, and to their im- 
mediate descendants, were revived 
and incorporated in a second dis- 
pensation, which was especially 
entrusted to the children of Israel. 

But in order that the Jews might 
faithfully preserve this sacred de- 
posit, it became necessary to se- 
parate them from the rest of man- 
kind; and hence, a code of laws a- 











* For this list of authorities, as well as 
| for many of his arguments, the author is 
| indebted to the admirable disquisition on 
‘the 4th commandment, contained in 
Dwight’s Theology. These testimonies 
to the respect paid by the ancients to 
the seventh day of the week, derive pe- 
culiar weight from the great diversity of 
age, country and religion, to which the 
authors quoted belonged. 








1827. 


dapted to this end, became indis- 
pensable. To this code was ad 

ded a system of types and figures, 
shadowing forth the great sacrifice 
of the Lamb of God, and which 
served, both to keep alive the ex- 
pectation of the Messiah, and af- 
terwards to authenticate his mis- 
sion. This code, and this system, 
being established for temporary 
ends, ceased of course when those 
ends were attained, and the Mosa- 
ic ritual gave place to the ordinan- 
ces ofthe gospel. It was not, how- 
ever, merely to preserve for a cer- 
tain period, a system of symboli- 
cal rites, imperfectly understood, 
and exerting, for the most part, 
but little influence on the moral 
deportment of those who practised 
them, that the Jews were insulated 
from the rest of mankind, and fa- 
vored with such stupendous man- 
ifestations of the divine guidance 
and protection. The wisdom, ho- 
liness and benevolence of the Dei- 
ty, have prescribed certain immu- 
table rules for the government of 
man--rules which these attributes 
render imperative in every clime 
and age. For their universal trans- 
gression of these rules, the inha- 
bitants of the old world had been 
involved in one common ruin; and 
the general corruption of their suc- 
cessors, required the special inter- 
position of Providence, to preserve 
upon earth the remembrance and 
practice of the moral law. For 
this purpose, He was pleased to 
communicate it a second time, and 
under such circumstances as would 
ensure its preservation, until the 
consummation of all things. The 
Israelites, just rescued by the arm 
of Omnipotence from a degrading 
servitude, were encamped at the 
foot of Mount Sinai;”’ while their 
miraculous subsistence in the 
midst of a dreary desert, together 
with the cloud by day, and the pil- 
lar of fire by night, all conspired 
to impress them with awful rever- 
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ence for the majesty and authority 
of their Divine Protector. Three 
day’s notice was given by Moses, 
that the Lord “would come down 
in the sight of all the people upon 
Mount Sinai; and they were requir- 
ed in the interim, to sanctify them- 
selves, preparatory to this awful 
interview between the Creator and 
his creatures. The third day was 
ushered in “with thunders and 
lightnings, and a thick cloud upon 
the mountain.” ‘Mount Sinai was 
altogether on a smoke, because 
the Lord descended upon it in fire; 
and the smoke theredf ascended as 
the smoke of a furnace, and the 
whole mount quaked greatly.”— 
The terror of the gazing multitude 
was heightened by the declaration, 
that every man or beast that should 
presume even to touch the mount, 
sanctified by the presence oi the 
Deity, should “be surely put to 
death.” Then, amid the light- 
nings, and thunders, and smoke, 
the voice of the Almighty pro- 
claimed the Ten Commandments. 
So overpowering was the sublimi- 
ty of this scene, that the people 
exclaimed to Moses, “Let not God 
speak with us, lest we die.” 
Moses afterwards ascended inte 
the mount, and there received va- 
rious directions and precepts rela- 
tive tothe Jewish economy. These 
were committed to writing by Mo- 
ses, and repeated by him to the 
people; but not so with the ten 
commandments. The Almighty 
delivered to Moses “two tables of 
testimony, tables of stone written 
with the finger of God;” and the 
“tables were the work of God, and 
the writing was the writing of 
God, graven upon the tables.” 
These tables having been broken, 
Moses was directed to hew “two 
tables of stone, like unto the first;”? 
the Lord promising, “AndI will 
write on the tables, the words 
which were in the first tables 
which thou breakest.” The tables 
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were accordingly prepared, and 
carried up into the mount; and 
God again “wrote on the tables ac- 
cording to the first writing, the 
yen commandments.” 


Before the first tables had been 
given, God gave Moses directions 
for making the ark, adding, “And 
thou shalt put into the ark the 
testimony which I shall give thee. 
The ark which was thus made by 
divine command, for the express 
purpose of containing the two 
tables, was a chest, covered both 
within and without with gold, and 
with a gold cover or lid, denomi- 
nated “the mercy seat.”” Uponthe 
mercy seat were placed two golden 
cherubims, overshadowing it with 
their wings. By the express com- 
mand of God, an apartment was 
provided in the tabernacle, lined 
with gold, to receive the ark, and 
was named the **Most Holy Place,” 
or the Holy of Holies. A similar 
apartment, and for the same pur- 
pose was constructed in the temple, 
and of unexampled magnificence.* 
Five hundred years after the ark 
was made, it was removed into 
Solomon’s temple, and it then con- 
tained, as we are informed, no- 
thing but the two tables of stone; 
and there these tables probably re 
mained for four hundred years 
more, when the temple was de- 
stroyed. 

It was above the mercy seat, 
and between the cherubims, that 
the Shekinah, or Divine Presence, 
rested in the form of a cloud, and 
from hence, the divine oracles were 
uttered with an audible voice. In 
allusion to this presence above the 
mercy seat, the Almighty is fre 
quently said in Scripture, to “dwell 
between the cherubims.” 

Thus have we seen that the com- 
mandments, after having been pro- 


* it was lined with gold, the value of 
which, according to Prideaux, vol. i. 149, 
was /4,320,000 sterling. 


| emblem of the divine power. 
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claimed by the voice of God him- 
self, under circumstances of unpa- 
ralleled awe and grandeur, were 
twice engraven by his finger upon 
tables of stone—that these tables 
were, by divine command, placed 
in a costly ark, and that ark depo- 
sited in a magnificent chamber, 
constructed for the express pur- 
pose of receiving it—and lastly, 
that these tables were perpetually 
overshadowed by a miraculous 
And 
can it be believed, that these com- 
mandments, thus delivered, record- 
ed and preserved, were only acon- 
stituent part of that code of laws 
which was communicated to Mo- 
ses, and written by him for the go- 
vernment of the Jewish people; and 
that their obligation is as limited 
in extent and duration, as the in- 
junction to the Jews to wear a blue 
ribband in the borders of their 
garments? (Num. xv. 38.) 


Independent of the circumstan- 
ces already noted, which form a 
marked distinction between the 
decalogue and the Mosaic ritual, 
there are others deserving consid- 
eration. Many of the Jewishlaws 
were adapted exclusively for the 
people to whom they were given, 
and would have been wholly inap- 
plicable to other nations and coun- 
tries; but there is no command of 
the decalogue that may not be ob- 
served by every nation upon the 
face of the earth. 


A large portion of the precepts 
of the Jewish law have no evident 
connexion with morality, and if 
now observed by others, could have 
no influence whatever in making 
them wiser or better. But the 
commands of the decalogue are 
calculated to promote the peace, 
purity and happiness of all who 
respect them; and a general obe- 
dience to several of them, is indis- 
pensable to the very existence of 
ciyil society. 
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Although these commandments 
were of course obligatory on the 
Jews, and formed a part of the law 
by which they were governed, yet 
not one of them belonged to that 
system of positive precepts, which 
were intended to keep the Jews 
distinct from the rest of mankind, 
nor to that system of types, which 
anticipated the coming of the Mes- 
siah. 

The precepts of the Jewish law 
were accompanied by their several 
sanctions, and specific punishments 
were attached to their transgres 
sions; but no particuJar punish- 
ments are annexed in the deca- 
logue to the breach of its com- 
mands. The Jewish government 
being a theocracy, God himself 
declared the penalties with which 
every offence was to be visited, 
while in every other govern- 
ment this prerogative is vested in 
the civil authority. The decalogue 
being a revelation of the divine 
will, for the direction, not of the 
Jews alone, but of all mankind, is 
silent with regard to those tempo- 
ral sanctions by which its precepts 
may be enforced, and which must 
ever vary with circumstances.— 
Thus it forbids theft, in general 
terms, leaving the punishment of 
the Crime to the discretion of the 
Magistrate, while God, as the le- 
gislator of the Jews, prescribes in 
another place, the penalties which 
they shall inflict upon the offender. 

We have already adverted to 
that awful and mysterious cham- 
ber, in which the two tables were 
deposited, and to the mercy seat 
which covered the ark in which 
they were enclosed. Into this 
chamber, no one but the High 
Priest was permitted to enter, and 
he only once a year, for the pur- 
pose of sprinkling 4/ood upon the 
mercy seat. On the supposition 
that the ten commandments were 
only a part of the Mosiac law, it is 
not easy to understand the signifi- 














cancy of this rite, as sacrifices 
were offered morning and evening 
for the sins of the Jewish people. 
But when we consider the ten com- 
mandments as constituting the mo- 
ral law of Jehovah, binding upon 
all the descendants of Adam, and 
broken by them all, we at once dis- 
cover, in the blood sprinkled upon 
the mercy seat, an emphatic type 
ef that blood, which was after- 
wards shed for the sins of the 
whole world. : 
Of all the arguments adduced a 

gainst the universal obligation of 
the fourth commandment, none is 
more plausible than that founded 
on a text in Ezekiel, (xx. 12,)— 
“Moreover I gave them my Sab- 
baths to be a sign between me and 
them, that they may know that I 
am the Lord that sanctify them.” 
It is contended that an institution 
which was coeval with the creation, 
and which was obligatory on all 
mankind, could not be a sign to 
one nation more than to another.— 
Admitting that Ezekiel does not 
here allude to those Jewish festi- 
vals, on which labor was forbidden, 
and which are for that reason fre- 
quently denominated Saéddaths, the 
inference drawn from his words is 
more speciousthan just. The Sab- 
bath was a great and precious pri- 
vilege. It rescued the poor from 
that unremitting toil, to which 
they would otherwise have been 
condemned, and it gave to all a 
season for religious reflection, in- 
struction, and worship. This pri- 
vilege, it is true, had, in the begin- 
ning, been offered to all mankind; 
but it had been slighted and neg- 
lected by all but the Jews, who, 
through the Providence of God a- 
lone, retained it, and to whom it 
had been mercifully confirmed at 
Sinai, and under such circumstan- 
ces as to ensure to them the enjoy- 
ment of it forever. Hence this pri- 
vilege’ became to the Jews, a sign 
of the peculiar favor of the Deity; 
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and in this sense, the Sabbath is at 
this day, a sign to every people 
who observe.it. Thus Moses, af- 
ter recapitulating the ten com- 
mandments, and the injunction to 
“love the Lord with all thine heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy might,” declares, (Deut. vi. 8,) 
“Thou shalt bind them for a sign 
upon thy hands.” As well might 
it be contended, that the commands 
to love God, and to refrain from 
stealing, being made signs to the 
Jews, were obligatory on them a- 
lone, as that the Sabbath was con- 
fined to them, because that also 
was a sign. As the miraculous | 
subsistence of the Jewish nation in | 
a barren wilderness, was a sign of 
the emnipotence of their Protec- 
tor, so was the revelation of the 
divine will, as contained in the de- 
calogue, a sign of the loving kind- 
ness of the Lord, who thus render- | 
ed the camp of Israel a verdant | 
Oasis, in the moral desert of the 
world. | 





( To be continued. ) 


ON THE MILLENNIUM. 


That false ideas on the subject 
have been entertained by many, 
will not appear strange. Such as 
know no higher gratification than 
sensitive pleasure, will frame in 
their imagination, a millennium 
bearing a resemblance to Mahom- 
et’s paradise. This we find to 
have been the opinion of some, 
who lived in the early days of the 
Christian church. To those who 
understand the nature of true re- 
ligion, and the sources of a Chris- 
tian’s felicity, a refutation of this 
system is needless; to mention it, 
is torefute it. Others have repre- 
sented the millennium as a state 
nearly equalling heaven. The 
reins have been thrown loose on 
the neck of a luxurious imagina- 
tion, which, abandoned to its own 








wayward fancies, has forsaken the |! 


path of sober reason, and wander- 
ed into fairy scenes of its own crea- 
tion. How wise and pious men 
could ever suppose that the saints, 
whose souls are now in heaven, 
should, after the resurrection of 
the body from the grave, descend 
to live on earth again; and that 
Jesus Christ should quit the throne 
of his glory above, and come down 
and reign personally over them 
here below, in distinguished splen- 
dour, for a thousand years, may 
justly excite our astonishment, 
since it is in direct opposition to 
the whole tenor of the doctrinal 
parts of the sacred volume. Such, 
however, have been the opinions 
of some great men. Happy will 
it be if we take warning from their 
aberrations; and if trom seeing 
them go so far astray, we are con- 
Stantly on our guard against giving 
way to fancies, and exercise a holy 
caution and strict sobriety of judy- 
ment, in the interpretation of the 
sacred oracles, on this interesting 
but difficult subject. 

Having noticed these erroneous 
views of the doctrine, allow me to 
mention, ina few words, what I 
conceive to be the millennium 
of the Christian church, which 
God has graciously revealed by 
his servants the prophets. 

It appears, then, that there will 
be far more eminent measures of 
divine knowledge, of holiness of 
heart and life, and of spiritual con- 
solation and joy, in the souls of 
the disciples of Christ, than the 
world has yet seen; and these will 
not be the attainments of a few 
Christians only, but of the general 
mass. This delightful internal 
state of the church will be accom- 
panied with such a portion of ex- 
ternal prosperity and peace, such 
an abundance of all temporal 
blessings, as men never knew be- 
fore. The boundaries of the king- 
dom of Christ will be extended 
from the rising to the going down 
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of the sun; and Antichristianism, 
Deism,. Mahometanism, Pagan- 
ism, and Judaism, shall all be 
destroyed, and give place to the 
Redeemer’s throne. By the preach- 
ing of the Gospel, the reading of 
the Bible, and the zeal of Chris- 
tians in every station; by the judg 
ments of heaven on the children of 
men, for their iniquities; above all, 
by the mighty efficacy of the Holy 
Ghost, will the glory of the latter 
days be brought about. Religion 
will then be the grand business of 
mankind. The generality will be 
truly pious; and those who are not, 
will be anxious to conceal their real 
character; and their sentiments and 
practice have no weight or influ- 
ence on the public mind. The 
earnest desire which every pious 
soul must feel for the long continu- 
ance of this glory, will be gratified 
to hear, that the time mentioned 
in prophetic language, as the 
period of its duration, is a thou- 
sand years. Such I believe to be 
the doctrine of the millennium.— 
| Dr. Bogue. 


For the Repertory. 
SKETCHES OF LIVING CHARAC- 
TERS. 

The interest we feel in the cha- 
racters of those endeared to us by 
Christian affection, should never 
lead us to blind veneration; how- 
ever strongly it may incite us to 
walk in their footsteps, so far as 
they are followers of Christ. A 
definition is said to be imperfect 
unless it accurately distinguish the 
object defined from every thing 
else. But in delineating charac- 
ters, the knowledge must be inti- 
mate and extensive, and the at- 
tempt felicitoys, or we lose our- 
selves in undiscriminating gene- 
ralities. These observations will 
be our apolegy for again assum- 
ing our pencil, to catch a few fea- 
tares that are beaming upon us 
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from a character truly exalted and 
praiseworthy; and should we ut- 
terly fail in presenting the likeness 
to the eyes, the contemplation of 
the original will not be unprofita- 
ble to the artist himself. 

The individual whose charac- 
ter we are desirous of sketching, 
possesses a mind whose endow- 
ments are of the highest order.— 
The attributes, genius, imagina- 
tion, fancy, may be claimed for 
him without at all taxing person- 
al partiality; and, now near the 
meridian of life, when the fervour 
of vouthful enthusiasm is abated, 
he manifests a judgment cool, pre- 
scient, and accurate. The im- 
provement of the intellectual facul- 
ties has not, however, in this case, 
reached that summit which would 
have given a finish, elevation, and 
influence, almost without a paral- 
lel. The sterling materials which 
nature furnished, have not been 
wrought to the highest perfection; 
and we believe that intellectual cul- 
tivation is not adequately estimat- 
ed by this highly-gifted man. 

We have somewhere seen the 
remark, that it was almost a mis- 
fortune to possess such a faculty 
of communication as to render one 
respectable, without study or pre- 
paration. Where the necessity 
for preparation is not strongly 
felt, our natural indolence will 
cause us to shrink from laborious 
and long-continued thought, espe- 
cially where we are able to render 
common-place matters and trite* 
remarks attractive and striking by 
our mode of elocution. A man 
may be ready, brilliant, and im- 
pressive, and yet fail in that depth 
and strength of thought, and ori- 
ginality of illustration, which give 
so powerful and permanent a sway 
to the magic sceptre of a mind, 
great both by natural endowment, 
and high cultivation. General 
correctness and judicious observa- 
tion, may be affirmed of many in- 
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dividuals, whose native powers, if 
highly wrought and intently ex- 
erted, would open new channels of 
thought, pour floods of light upon 
the path of human knowledge, and 
oppose the breast-plate of an im- 
penetrable defence to the assaults 
of error and infidelity. 

Our hand has strayed from our 
Magnus Apollo; but the few ac- 
companiments will, we trust, be in 
good keeping with the main figure 
A memory prompt and retentive, 
even to a word, forms a leading 
trait in the mental features of the 
individual before us; and yet the 
judgment is strong, and the saga- 
city acute and marked. The ten- 
dency to observation is a valuable 
part of the character, and has sup- 
plied, in this case, a store of the 
most important and various know- 
ledge. Few persons have a better 
knowledge of human nature, or 
more successfully excite and con- 
trol the human passions. The 
avenues to the heart have all been 
studied with care; and, whether 
he warn, or rebuke, or persuade or 
console, the heart vibrates at his 
touch. With such powers, we re- 
gret the absence of more extensive 
acquisitions, and the labour of 
more patient and unyielding 
thought We delight to see an 
olympic mind, clad in olympic 
panoply. We are pained to behold 
a giant poising a reed, when he 
should wield a weaver’s beam. 

Modern literature has charms 
‘and worth which it would be folly 
to undervalue or despise. But 
valuable as it is, we never see it 
inspiring such energy of thought 
and purity of taste, and kindling 
such fervour of fancy, as the more 
solid and highly finished learning 
of antiquity. The classic models 
of concentration and force of 
thought, and perspicuity and 


strength of style, can never be ne- 
glected with impunity; and, least 


| 





of all, can the sacred treasure of 
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Revelation be minutely and tho- 
roughly understood,exceptthrough 
the medium of the languages in 
which it was given to the world. 
He only can bring things new and 
old from it, who, dwelling upon 
the modes of its peculiar expres- 
sion, and placing himself in the 
circumstances of the writer, with 
all his national habits of thought 
and illustration, catches thus the 
nicest shades, and develops the 
most forcible and striking figures, 
otherwise dark and unmeaning. 

If genius could ever render stu- 
dy unnecessary, it surely would in 
the case we are contemplating. 
On the spur of the occasion, at a 
moment’s notice, we have heard 
the most glowing eloquence, and 
been edified by the most judicious 
and well-directed instruction. But 
the general tenor of public exhibi- 
tion by no means corresponds to 
these transient and rapid corrus- 
cations. The mind will at length 
exhaust and empty itself; and un- 
less supplied by careful reading, 
laborious study, and _ patient 
thought, the outpourings of this 
transcendant eloquence will dege- 
nerate into declamatory inanity 
and tiresome sameness. When 
we can execute what will satisfy 
and please the great mass within 
the scope of our labours, we are 
not sufficiently zealous to strength- 
en and extend this influence. If 
we generally reach the object aim- 
ed at, we are not solicitous to 
give the bolt a keener point, and 
to hurl it with swifter rapidity 
and more unerring skill. 

There are other points in the 
character before us, more striking 
and praise-worthy. The moral 
aspect is more inviting, and will 
more richly reward our contem- 
plation. The ruling passion of 
the natural man we should judge 
in this case to have been ambition. 
But oh! how subdued and child- 





like and heavenly-minded has 
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Gsrace rendered. this able minister 
of the cross of Christ! | There is, 
however, a firmness of character, 
and a tenacity of purpose} joined 
with what some mistake for cool- 
ness and unsocial reserve, that pre- 
sent this individual to the view of 
many in a false light. Our origi- 
nal is not unkind or haughty, or 
austere or unsocial, or bent only 
upon the execution of his own 
schemes, and the furtherance of 
his own views. A warmer, more 
benevolent heart, never beat in the 
human bosom. No man in the 
world feels. a deeper interest in 
the usefulness and happiness of 
his brethren, or is imbued with a 
larger or more hallowed benevo- 
lence towards all mankind. 

The lion heart. and towering 
mind, under the influence of. the 
Christian spirit, become meek, and 
gentle, and harmless as the lamb 
and the dove. 

Though the solemn contempla- 
tion of high and holy things, and 
the consciousness of a responsibili- 
ty most fearful and sacred, have 
given the cast of deeper gravity, 
and the aspect of repelling serious- 
ness, yet we may be assured that 
the kindliest feelings reign in that 
bosom, and thoughts of peace and 
evood-will make that mind their 
dwelling place. 

It has been the lot of this ser- 
vant of the cross, to come in colli- 
sion with the opinions and views 
of some of his associates in the 
great work of winning souls to 
Christ; and though zealous for the 
faith once delivered to the Saints, 
and unyielding and uncompromis- 
ing where the truth is concerned, 
yet his opposition to what he be- 
lieves dangerous error, is, we 
think, tempered by the meekness of 
wisdom. If fervent and most ac- 
tive piety, talents splendid and 
useful, and a character uniformly 
consistent and elevated, can merit 
respect and esteem, they are large- 
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ly due to the individual under.con- 
sideration. 

Firm without stubbornness, reso- 
lute without violence, and zealous 
without indiscretion or extrava- 
gance, this master-spirit pursues 
the even tenor of his way, undis- 
mayed by the frowns of men, and 
in truth fearing God only. — His 
person, his demeanor, his every 
look and word, are marked. by dig- 
nity and propriety; and happy 
will it be for the cause of our Zion, 
if, at some future day, he should 
be called to sit in her highest 
council, and exercise her most sa- 
cred functions. Many are the 
hearts in which his. words have 
been fastened, like goads and nails, . 
driven, by the Master of Assem- 
blies: and we trust that the fruits 
of his ministry will appear in glo- 
rious abundance on the great har- 


vest-day of the world. 


We are sensible that many faults 
and imperfections attach them- 
selves to the best of men in this 
sinful state; and we should be care- 
ful to follow none but so far as they 
manifestly follow Christ. World- 
ly ambition, undue prejudice, and 
a tendency to look with contempt 
upon inferior minds, are among 
the failings of the greatest and ho- 
liest men who have ever adorned 
and enlightened the world. But 
these relics of a fallen spirit are 
continually wasting away; and the 
character, under. the sanctifying 
influence of Divine Grace, is beam- 
ing with new brightness, and ani- 
mated and sustained by purer and 
stronger principles. Nature makes 
us sinners; and it is only by anew 
birth unto righteousness, that we 
become dead unto sin, and alive 
unto God. And it is only by God’s 
special grace helping us, that we. 
can acquire that heavenly charac- 
ter, and pursue that upward career, 
whose end is everlasting life. If 
a powerful influence over the 


minds, and feelings, and characters 
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of men, marks the truly great man, 
such an one is before us. If as- 
siduous labour in season, and out 
of season, at home and abroad; if | 
a lively interest in the cause of, 


' Christian benevolence; if a spirit | 


of devotion uniformly ardent; if a | 
zeal in his Master’s service, which | 
no difficulties can damp, point out 
the faithful soldier of the cross, 
such an one we have been contem- 
plating. Loxias. 


ROME IN THE NINETEENTH CEN- 
TURY. 

“Above that altar, the statue of 
God himself, the Eternal Father, 
was pointed out to me, sitting be- 
hind some candlesticks!  Inex- 
pressibly shocked, I asked the 
lacquey if it was really meant for 
the Supreme Being? ‘Sicuro!’ 
he replied, no less astonished on 
his side, at the abhorrence I ex- 
pressed at the, sight of a statue, 
which he had already assured 
me was ‘bella assai!’ and, moreo- 
ver, the work of Baccio Bandinel- | 
li. It was some time before I re- 
covered from my amazement, and, 
it is not too strong an expression 
to say, horror. The image of God, 
fashioned by the hands of man, 
was to me the excess of profana- 
tion; and the sight of it was to my 
eyes what blasphemy would be to 
myears. But the Italians seem to 
think representations of the Deity, 
in painting and sculpture, neither 
impious nor reprehensible, and not 
a whit more presumptuous or pro- 
fane than those of the Madonna 
and the Redeemer: not considering 
that they lived and walked the 
earth in human form, but that 
‘eye hath not seen, neither ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive’ that Su- 
preme Being, who dwelleth in the- 
heavens eternal and alone. ‘The 
image of the ‘Eternal Father,’ in- 





deed, is less common than any 





other in Italian churches, only, I 
apprehend, because He is less the 
object of worship. The Virgin is 
beyond all comparison the most 
adored. Particular Saints, in par- 
ticular places, may, indeed, divide 
with her the general homage; but 
they enjoy at best only a locai, 
and sometimes a transient popue 
larity: a Saint that is held in 
great esteem at one town, being 
perhaps thought nothing of at ano- 
ther; and even when at the heighth 
of favour, occasionally falling into 
disgrace: whereas the worship of 
the Virgin is universal in all pla- 
ces, and by all people, not only, as 
I had fancied before I entered Ita- 
ly, by females, who might think 
her, on account of her sex, their 
most appropriate and zealous in- 
tercessor, but equally by men, and 
by priests as well.as laymen. Af- 
ter the Virgin, some of the princi- 
pal Saints seem to be the most 
worshipped; then our Saviour; 
and lastly, God. Shocking as this 
may appear, it is tootrue. I am 
sure I do not exaggerate when I 
say, that throughout Italy, Spain, 
Portugal, and every country where 
the Catholic is the exclusive reli- 
gion of the people, for one knee 
bent to God, thousands are bowed 
before the shrines of the Virgin 
and the Saints. I know [I shall be 
told by the advocates of that reli- 
gion, that they are addressed only 
as mediators at the Throne of the 
Most High; that the worship, 
seemingly paid to these images, is 
offered to themselves—to their es- 
sence as Saints and Spirits alone. 
Such may very ~probably be the 
doctrine of the Clergy, when on 
their guard, and more especially 
to Protestants: but hear the belief 
of the people whom they teach; 
with them, it is in the image that 
all the virtue and holiness reside: 
and if this were not the case; if an 
image of a Madonna or Saint 
were considered as nothing more 











than their visible representations, 
why should one be better than ano- 
ther? Why should distant pil- 
grimages be performed, and crowds 
flock to worship some one particu- 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Is this Religion? or, a Page from the 
Book of the World. By the author of 
“May you Like it.” 

Faithful. But I am ready to think you 
do but jest, because you smiled. 

Christian. God forbid that I should 
jest (though I smiled) in this matter, or 
that I should accuse any falsely. 

Pilgrim’s Progress. 
Georgetown, D. C. James Thomas. 
1827. 12mo. pp. 240. 

The volume whose title we have tran- 
scribed, is one to us of unusual interest. 
The liability of the best of men to self- 
deception, and the numerous cases in 
which the profession of religion is as- 


sumed from improper views, and for |: 


base objects, must render a skilful and 
fearless exposure of such things highly 
valuable. The book before us is from 
the hand of a master. The characters 
are delineated with great force and dis- 
tinctness; and some prevalent errors are 
more clearly and strikingly developed, 
than we have ever before seen them. 
The work is executed with uncommon 
neatness and accuracy, and does great 
credit to the printer. The tendency to 
ostentation, and to a sort of nervous sen- 
timental religionism, should have no mer- 
cy. The plain practical religion of the 
Bible, should again be restored to its 
proper place in our estimation, and en- 
thusiastic vagrancy and dreaming wild- 
ness receive no countenance or aid. 

The Life of the Rev. Cotton Mather: 
Philadelphia. 12mo. 

A New Edition of Fraely’s Astronomy; 
with the Method of determining the lon- 
gitude, aspects, &c. of the Planets, for 
any future time; and an extensive set of 
Geographical and Astronomical Problems 
on the Globes. . 

A Letter to an English Gentleman on 
the Libels and Calumnies on America, 
by British Writers and Reviewers. Phi- 
Jadelphia; Carey and Lea, Priee 374 
cents. 











Aitevary and Ppilosophical Xutelligeuce. 
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power or virtue? And why should 
there be any miracle-working ima- 
ges at all? 


A Discourse exposing Robert Owen’s 
System, as practised by the Franklin 
Community, at Haverstraw. By James 
M. Knight, a member of the Commu- 
nity. 

Dissertations on the importance and 
best method of studying the original 
Languages ofthe Bible. By Jahn and 
others. Translated from the original, 


and accompanied with Notes, by M. 


Stuart. Andover; Flagg & Gould. 8vo. 
pp. 57. 

Five Sermons against Popery. By 
Thomas Secker, L. L. D. Windsor; Si- 
mon Ide. 12mo. pp. 446. 

Origines; or, Remarks on the Origin 
of several Empires, States, &c. By the 
Right Hon. Sir W. Drummond. 3 vols. 
8 vo: 

Carruther’s History of Scotland. 2 vols. 
8vo. 18, boards. 

Death’s Doings, in 24 Plates, By R: 
Doyley. 8vo. 16, boards. 

Gillie’s German Stories. 3 vols. 12mo. 
11. 1s. boards. 

Buq:iet’s Nouveau Cours de Litera- 
ture. 12mo. 6s. 6d. boards. 

Triumphs of Genius and Perseverance. 
12mo. 7s. boards. 

Barclay’s Sequel to the Diversions of 
Purley. 8vo. 7s. boards. 

Cunningham’s Prophetic Arrangement 
of the Rey. E. Erving and Mr. Frere. 8vo. 
As. 6d. boards. 

Scott’s Key to the Hebrew Penteteuch. 
8vo. 16s. boards. 

Carpenter’s Critica Biblia. 4 vols. 
8vo. 

Wilson’s (W. Rae) Travels in Norway, 
Sweden, &c. 8vo. 11. 1s- boards. 

Carne’s Letters from the East. 2 vols. 
post, 8vo. 18s. boards. 


Biblical Reader. We have been fa- 
voured with a copy of this compilation, 
which was published last year at Boston. 
The compiler is the Rev. J. L. Blake, a 
respectable clergyman of the Episcopal 
Church. The compiler states his object 


lar image, if it had no particular 
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to be the presenting, in a single volume, 
such selections from the Scriptures as 
are particularly interesting and instruc- 
tive to the rising generation, and also to 
revive in our seminaries the reading of 
the holy Scriptures, which, of late years, 
has been too much neglected—this be- 
ing designed as a class book, The se- 
lections, as far as we have examined 
them, are judiciously made, and calcu- 
lated to effect the purpose of the com- 
piler. The Bible abounds in passages of 
the mst attractive character for youth, 
and we would have them early made ac- 
quainted with them. We have never 
met with any well founded objections to 
placing the Scriptures before them in 
schools. This volume is well adapted to 
this purpose. The mode chosen by the 
compiler, is that of presenting connected 
passag‘es in the form of achapter, with a 
few questions appended to try the me- 
mory of the pupil; these are followed by 
some brief practical observations, ‘most 
of them selected from commentators of 
acknowledged talents and piety.” 


The work is not, perhaps, unsuitable 
for Bible classes, and might be found 
useful in Sunday schools and the family 
circle. 

It is well printed, and ornamented with 
a number of wood cuts.--Church Reg. 


East Indian Drawings. Amongst the 
presents made to the museum of the 
Calcutta: Asiatic Society, are various 
drawings of Buddha shrines and temples 
in Nepal: the drawings are the work of a 
native artist. The artists of Nepal com- 
mence their education at ten years of 
age, and hence acquire great manual 
dexterity: their apparatus is only a piece 
of charcoal, an iron style, and one small 
brush made of goat’s hair. The govern- 
ment have agreed to make over to the 
Asiatic Society, for publication, all do- 
cuments of a description calculated to 
illustrate the geography, statistics, or 
history of India. 


Products of the Burmese Empire.--- 
Among the chief natural products of the 
Burman empire, which are articles of ex- 
portation, or likely to become so, are 
rice, cotton, indigo, cardamoms, pepper, 
aloes, sugar, saltpeter, salt, teak timber, 
sticklac, terra japonica, areca nuts, fustic, 
honey, bees’ wax, ivory, rubies, and sap- 
phires. The mineral products are iron, 
copper, lead, gold, silver, antimony, 
white marble, limestone, and coal. ‘Fhe 


teak forests are described to be equal to 
any possible demand; for a period beyond 
computation. 


CURE FOR INTEMPERANCE. 


The following additional proofs of the 
efficacy of Dr. Chambers’ medicine 
for the cure of this awful malady were 
communicated for the Recorder and 
Telegraph, by Mr. Louis Dwight. 
Try it,—try it. 

I spent the afternoon on Friday, in 
company with Mr. G. Hallock, and the 
whole day on Saturday, in visiting indi- 
viduals and families, in different parts of 
the city, for the purpose of ascertaining, 
whether Dr. Chambers’ medicine for the 
cure of intemperance is efficacious. As 
the subject is one of much interest, I am 
willing, to take the responsibility of stat- 
ing the evidence, which has been pre- 
sented. 

T. D. W. of the firm of R. T. & W.a 
gentleman of great respectability, with 
whom I have been many years acquaint- 
ed, told me, that he had a man in his em- 
ployment, 50 years of age, who had been 
addicted to intemperance many years, 
who expressed a willingness to take any 
thing but poison to cure him. Mr. W. 
procured some of the medicine and ad- 
ministered it a few times, in consequence 
of which the old man has lost all thirst 
for spirituous liquors, and appears like 
another man. He says, it cost him fifty 
dollars a year to get drunk, and now he 
does not love strong drink, and therefore 
he infers that he may yet rise in the 
world. This case is of two or three 
weeks’ continuance only. 


Mr. S. a respectable mechanic, well 
known here, and highly esteemed by 
many of our acquaintance, says, that he 
hasa young friend, who was subject to 
fits of intoxication, once in two or three 
weeks. He took the medicine 6 or 7 
weeks ago, and has lost all hankering 
for spirituous liquors. Mr. S. and Mr. 
W. both express considerable confidence 
in the efficacy of the remedy. 


The Editor of the Christian Advocate, 
showed me two letters, written by per- 
sons in this city, with liberty to publish 
them, declaring that they had been cured 
by the use of this medicine. Mr. B. 
from these letters, and from other testi- 
mony which has been presented to him, 
has felt himself justified in writing an 
article in his paper in favour of the me- 








dicine. 








1827. 


Mr. H. as you know, the editor of the 
Observer, has expressed an opinion from 
evidence obtained some weeks since, 
that the medicine is valuable. He has 
since devoted more time to the exami- 
nation of witnesses, the effect of which 
is to confirm the opinion already express- 
ed. 

Mr. N. a venerable man, and one of 
the officers of the New York Bible So- 
ciety, has kriown many cases in which it 
has been administered, and has confi- 
dence in its efficacy. He mentions two 
or three very interesting and striking 
cases of cure. 

Mr. S. an old man, whom I saw, says 
he was ten years addicted to intemper- 
ance. He took the medicine 5 or 6 
weeks since, in consequence of which he 
has lost all hankering for spirituous li- 
quors. His employer, a gentleman of 
respectability, confirms this statement, 
and says he dismissed this man from his 
service before he took the medicine and 
has restored him since. I saw both the 
individuals here spoken of. 

Mr. K. an industrious mechanic, whom 
I saw, says his brother-in-law, a youth of 
19 years, had become a curse to himself 
and his friends, and had become so sot- 
tish as to make it necessary to take him 
to the hospital. The physician at the 
hospital, said he could not have lived a 
fortnight, in the continuance of such ex- 
cess. This young man took the medi- 
cine eight weeks ago, in consequence.of 
which he has lost all thirst for spirituous 
liquor, and cannot be tempted to touch 
it. His appearance is changed to that of 
a temperate and healthy youth. His 
brother-in-law can use no language 
strong enough to express his confidence 
in the efficacy and value of this remedy. 

Mr. D. a mechanic in the same neigh. 
bourhood took the medicine about one 
week since; having been previously, as 
we learnt from himself and wife, very in- 
temperate, and now he has no relish for 
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spirituous liquors. There were great in- 
dications of joy and gratitude in the coun- 
tenance and expression of these people. 

P. E. took the medicine about the 
same time with D. He had been in the 
habit of drinking 15 or 16 glasses per 
day, and in his last fit of intoxication, he 
was drunk five days. His cups were the 
first thing in the morning and the last at 
night; for the last 4 or 5 years, he has 
been very much abandoned. His dread- 
ful thirst for spirituous liquors is quench- 
ed, and he says he is willing to proclaim 
to the world the benefit he has received 
from Dr. Chambers. 

Mr. A. a young man thirty years of age, 
has been dreadfully intemperate 153 
years, His father, who is now dead, was 
the same, and brought up his son in his 
own habits. This young man, has been 
twice a lunatic; three times brought to 
the gates of death by fits; ten times com- 
mitted to the watch-house; and repeated- 
ly brought home drunk to his mother, 
who is a widow, all in consequence of in- 
temperance. He took the medicine 
seven weeks ago last Friday, and con- 
tinued to take it till the Tuesday follow- 
ing, and he has had no desire for spirit- 
uous liquors since, the facts in this case 
we collected from his mother, his em- 
ployer and himself. I have seldom seen 
a more grateful and happy woman than 
his mother. 

There are other cases; but I have not 
time or space to state them. 

Dr. Chambers’ address, is Rutgers’ 
Medical College, Duane-street. The 
medicine is in phials at $5, each, with 
directions for using; or in powders, 











which may be sent by mail. I shall send 
one dozen phials by Mr. G. to Boston on 
Tuesday, which the. Dr. says may be re- 
turned without expense to me, if it is 
found after using four or five bottles, 
that itis not efficacious. 
Lovis Dwieut. 
New York, March 18th, 1827. 





JOSEPH WOLFF’S APPEAL TO 
HIS BRETHREN—THE JEWS OF 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

My dear Brethren:—You will 
probably have heard that I return- 
ed two months ago from the land 


Religious Xntelligence. 








of our forefathers, from the land of 


Persia. My feet stood within the 
gates of Jerusalem, whither the 
tribes went up, the tribes of the 
Lord! (And I saw that city which 
was so highly favoured by the 
Lord, now sitting solitary. Our 
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poor brethren are going every Fri- 
day to a wall on the west side of 
the temple, which wall they believe 
to be a remnant of the ancient 
temple, where they sit down and 
weep, and put off their shoes, and 
read portions of Moses and the 
Prophets. Isaw there an old blind 
Jew sitting at the temple; I asked 
him, “Why do you come here?” 
he replied, “On this spot resided 
David our king, and. Solomon our 
king. Now, on account of the 
abundance of our sins, all ye that 
pass by, behold and see!” I was 
kindly received by many of them, 
and I proclaimed to them Jesus of 
Nazareth, and exhorted them to 
look on Him whom they have 
pierced, and mourn. I went into 
their houses, and sang with them 
their Hebrew hymns, and walked 
about with the little children of 
Zion, upon the literal mount Zion, 
and went with them to the sepul- 
chres of Rachel our mother, and of 
the prophets Zechariah, Haggai, 
and Malachi, and to the court of 
the prison of Jeremiah, and read 
with them the prophets, and en- 
deavoured to prove to them that 
Jesus of Nazareth was that child 
which was born, and that son 
which was given tous, whose name 
is Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Fa- 
ther, the Prince of Peace, Isa. ix. 
6. I conversed with them on the 
dispensation of God with his 
people in ancient time, how the 
Lord our God appeared to Abra 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, and reveal- 
ed to them his plans of choosing 
their descendants as his people be- 
loved, and by manifesting himself 
in the flesh, and giving his life a 
ransom, to become the salvation of 
all the ends of the earth. I sym- 


pathised with our brethren about 
the disobedience and stubbornness 
of our nation, and how, from year 
to year, Jerusalem was disgraced 





and decayed in her glory; and then 


I exhorted them to believe in our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

I went next to Ur of the Chal- 

dees, the birth-place of Abraham, 

and from thence to Nineveh and 

to Babylon, and from Babylon to 

Persia, and from Persia to Curtis- 
dan, and from Curtisdan to Geor- 

gia; every where exhorting Jews 

to look on Jesus, our brother and 

our God, whom our ancestors have 

pierced, and mourn—and every 
where exhorting Gentiles not to 
boast against you, the natural 

branches, but rather to behold in 

you the severity of God, though 

towards them (the Gentiles) the 
goodness of the Lord, if they con- 
tinue in his goodness; if not, they 
shall likewise be cut off. And 
then I came to Ireland, where I 
saw a Christian church polluted 
and defiled—a church which be- 
lieves herself to be rich while she 
is poor and miserable. I saw 
there a church of the new dispen- 
sation which has sunk, and has 
been cut off for the very same rea- 
son for which our church—the 
church of Judea—has been cut off; 
for, alas! just as the church of Ju- 
dea began to be proud of the mag- 
nificence of her temple, and forgot 
the Lord of the temple; thus the 
Romish church every where boasts 
of her church, and has forgotten 
the Lord and Head of the church; 
so the church of Judea began to 
neglect thecommandments of God, 
and to substitute for them the pre- 
cepts of men; in like manner the 
church of Rome neglected and 
perverted the pure word of the 
Gospel, and substituted for it cun- 
ningly devised fables invented by 
her doctors; and just as the rab- 
bies of old attributed to themselves 
infallibility, so the doctors of the 
church of Rome do the same, and 
more; they have defiled their 
temples, where the Lord Jesus 
Christ was worshipped in the first 





centuries of Christianity, in spirit 








and in truth, with pagan supersti- 
tion and pagan idolatry. | 

I saw the Popish Church in Ire- 
land, and exhorted her members 
to return to Jesus, her bridegroom, 
and to come out of Babylon and be 
separate.—And now, having: ar- 
rived again in England, after an 
absence of five years and six 
months, I beseech you, my dear 
brethren, for the sake of the pro- 
mises given to Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob—for the sake of the prophe- 
cies predicted respecting Jesus of 
Nazareth—for the sake of the 
precious blood of Jesus Christ, 
which he has shed for us on the 
cross, by which blood you receive 
forgiveness of sins, and which 
blood speaks better things than the 
blood of Abel—and for the sake of 
your own souls, your immortal 
souls, hear the voice of your bro- 
ther coming from Palestine, and 
return to Jesus, the Lord our 
God.—“Kiss the Son lest he be 
angry’’—-return—-return—and it 
shall be well with you all the days 





of your life—it shall be well with | 
you at the hour of death, and it) 
shall be well with you in eternity. | 
First, it shall be well with you in 
life; for being justified by faith in 
Jesus Christ, you will have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and you shall rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God; and not 
only so, but you shall glory in tri- 
bulation also—you shall have joy 
in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ!—Christ shall be with you 
in death! for hear the comfortable 
words of the Spirit dictated to the 
pen of our brother Paul:—“In a 
moment, in a twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump; for the trumpet 
shall sound and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed;.for this corruptible 
must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality; 
so when this corruptible shall have 
put on incorruption, and this mor- 
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then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written—death 1s 
swallowed up in victory!—Oh 
death, where is thy sting!—Oh 
grave, where is thy victory!” 

Such thoughts will be consola- 
tion to you, my brethren, in the 
hour of death, if you believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, for he is the 
resurrection and the life, and who- 
soever liveth and believeth in him 
shalt never die. 

And it shall be well with you in 
eternity! for you shall be with 
Christ, the Lamb of God, the High 
and Lofty One that inhabiteth 
eternity! You shall enjoy a blessed 
eternity whee all tears are wiped 
away,.and sorrow is unknown! You 
shall walk in the light, for Jesus 
Christ shall be your light! You 
shall have life, and Jesus Christ 
shall be your life! 

And you shall be a royal diadem 
in the hand of the Lord! 

My dear brethren!—When a boy 
my father taught me to pray in 
evening time, to “the Angel who 
hath redeemed me from all evil!’” 
Jesus Christ, my brethren, is that 
Angel, who has redeemed me from 
all evil, and he went before me in 
the wilderness of Arabia, and 
among the wild Arabs. It wasa 
joy to me to know, that that Angel 
of the Covenant is with me and 
watcheth over me! and that Angel 
in the wilderness has brought me 
back to England, to call on you to 
rise from your spiritual slumber, 
before you enter that doleful city— 
the city of everlasting wo—with 
that people lost forever, where 
hope never comes. 

Arise thou sleeper, and call on 
Jesus Christ thy God! Brethren, I 
saw those Jews at Aleppo and An- 
tioch, who were taken away by an 
earthquake ina moment—in a mo- 
ment when they were not awake— 
they had no longer time to read, to 
search Moses and the Prophets! 
they were taken away’and carried 








tal shall have put on immortality, 


before the great Judge—and their 
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being sons of Abraham will not 
save them, if their hearts, which 
were without form and void, were 
not enlightened by the Spirit, and 
created anew, and sprinkled with 
the blood of Jesus Christ! 

Children of Israel, scattered 
throughout England, Ireland, and 
Scotland! it is time; for the day is 
far spent, and the night is at hand— 
hear the voice of the watchman of 
the tower!—“‘Return ye! come! 
come to our Lord Jesus Christ, for 
his kingdom will come, and his 
will be done on earth, asit is done 
in heaven!”’ 
Josern Wo rr, 
Missionary for Palestine and Persia. 





From the Missionary Herald. 
PALESTINE. 

State and progress of the Mission. 

Intelligence, which, in its gene- 
ral aspect, is in a very high de- 
gree encouragiug, has recently been 
received from this mission. It is 
contained chiefly in the corres- 
pondence of Mr. Goodell, under 
different dates, from January 3d, 
1826, to October 18th, of the same 
year. The letters, however, all 
came to the Missionary Rooms 
within a short period. Instead of 
giving them in a consecutive se- 
ries, we shall adopt a more satis- 
factory arrangement, by selecting 
the kindred portions, wherever 
found, and bringing them together 
under their appropriate heads. 

The intelligence now to be given, 
will show that notwithstanding the 
shortness of the time since the 
mission was established—notwith- 
standing the fewness of the mis- 
sionaries, and the many embarrass- 
ments under which they have been 
compelled to labour—notwith- 


standing, that according to any or- 
dinary mode of calculation, the 
time has not come to expect any 
great and visible effects, as the 
consequence of their labours; yet, 








as will be seen, their labours have 
frroduced very considerable results. 

The sects upon which the mis- 
sionaries are exerting the strongest 
influence, are the Maronites, who 
are Catholics, and the Armenians, 
who have no connexion with the 


Catholic church. 


Asaad Shidiak, whose ingenious, 
interesting statement of his religi- 
ous experience, opinions, and con- 
troversies, occupies a portion of 
the present, and a previous number 
of this work, belonged to the Ma- 
ronite church, until his eyes were 
opened by the scriptures, to the 
errors and corruptions of that de- 
nomination. 

Asaad Jaccb, whose letters have 
been published, belongs to the an- 
cient Greek Church. Another 
short letter from him has lately 
been received by the Secretary of 
the American Board, and will ap- 
pear at a future time. 

The missionaries have hope con- 
cerning a member of the Greek 
Catholic church, whose name is 
Yooseph Lefiufy, that he has be- 
come truly pious, and from prin- 
ciple will join the little company 
of reformers. 

To these we add a Priest and an 
Archbishop of the Armenian Church, 
both of whom are now to be num- 
bered with the friends and follow- 
ers of the Lord Jesus: and another 
Archbishop of the Armenian Church, 
whose understanding has so far 
been convinced, that he co-operates 
with the missionaries in their work 
of reformation, and“ gives some 
ground to hope, that ere long he 
may be with them im heart as well 
as in action. 

The Priest is spoken of by Mr.. 
Goodell, under the name of Worta- 
bet. He is a young man, who left 
the Armenian convent at Jerusa- 
lem, about two years ago, thought- 
less, and without settled principle. 
Entering the service of Mr. Good- 
ell, as literary assistant, he of 
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course had many conversations 
with that missionary, and received 
much instruction. Untillast sum- 
mer, however, no strong hold 
seems to have been taken on his 
conscience. But then he became 
deeply serious, and began in earn- 
est to seek for true religion in the 
heart, which there is much reason 
to believe he has obtained. 

he name of the 4rchdishop is 
Dionysius. He is familiarly called 
Garabet or Caradbet, an Armenian 
word, signifying a forerunner, 
which was given him at his own 
request, by Mr. Goodell, in the 
hope that he might prove, as he 
seems likely to do, the forerunner 
of great good to his nation. He 
was born at Constantinople; spent 
36 years of his life in the Armenian 
convent at Jerusalem, the last nine 
of which he was bishop; and for a 
long time was principal secretary 
to the establishment. He is now 
about 50 years old; and on account 
of his age, his services, his acquire- 
ments, and his general standing, is 
considered as sustaining in his 
church the rank of an archbishop, 
and in his official documents, sub- 
scribes himself as such. Three 
years ago, disgusted with the su- 
perstitions and corruptions of his 
church, he left the convent, and 
what property he possessed, (about 
1000 dollars, which the convent 
refused to deliver up to him,) and 
came to Sidon, intending to pro- 
ceed to Constantinople, and end 
his days in his native city. But 
meeting with Mr. Goodell at Si- 
don, he became his instructor in 
the Armenian-Turkish language, 
or the Turkish language written in 
the Armenian character, and has 
remained with him ever since. 

Archbishop as he was, he used 
profane language, and at first ap- 
peared perfectly unconscious that 
it was sinful. But on being ad- 
monished, he abandoned the prac- 
tice. He invariably attended di- 
Vor. VIILU.......No. 10—63 


vine service on the Sabbath, and 
appeared greatly pleased with the 
seriousness with which it was con- 
ducted; the like to which, he said, 
was no where else to be found in 
Syria. Being harrassed with let- 
ters from his convent, inviting, be- 
seeching, commanding him to re- 
turn, he renounced his monastic 
vows, and, to cut off all hope and 
possibility of his return, entered 
into the marriage state. So bold 
a step, which, in fact, set atnought 
the whole monastic system oi his 
church, became matter of surprise 
and of conversation, throughout 
Syria. An Armenian council be- 
ing held soon after at Bagdad, near 
the site of the ancient Babylon, at 
which were present priests and 
bishops from Jerusalem, and from 
| Echmiazin, in the greater Arme- 
nia, the residence of the chief pa- 
triarch ofthe Armenian church, as 
| well as from other parts of the 
| East, the case of, Dionysius was 
| brought forward and discussed. 
| Whether the grand patriarch, 
| whose ample diocess embraces two 
and forty archbishoprics, was him- 
self present, we are not informed. 
| But after long inquiry, no way was 
found in which the revolted sub- 
| ject could be brought to punish- 
;ment. Atthis council, the priest- 
‘hood were treated by the laity with 
the disrespectful freedom, which 
was exemplified in the public meet- 
ing at Constantinople, of which an 
accountremains to begiven. What 
progress the archbishop has made 
in the attainment of piety, will be 
made to appear more fully as we 
proceed. 

The name of the other Armenian 
Archbishop is Jacob Aga. He has 
resided with the English consul at 
Sidon, as his Agent. In conse- 
quence of his marrying a wife from 
a Maronite family, she and all her 
father’s house were excommunica- 
ted by the Maronite patriarch.. 
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Maronites, and the Armenians, will 
serve to illustrate still further, the 
intelligence which is to follow. 

The Maronites reside chiefly en 
Mount Lebanon, and in the adjacent 
Cities, and, speaking the Arabic 
language, come more especially 
within the sphere of Mr. Bird’s la- 
bors. They derive their origin 
and name from John Maron; or 
Maro in an early age of the Chris- 
tian church. Since the year 1182, 
they have been closely connected 
with the Catholic church, and the 
connection has ever been, and now 
is cherished by the court of Rome 
with the most jealous care. 

The Armenians, who come more 
especially into Mr. Goodell’s 
sphe'e, have their origin in the an- 
cient country of Armenia, and from 
thence derive their name. The 
va.t territory east and north-east 
of Syria and Palestine is occupied 
by the Armenians, in company with 
other sects. In Palestine, they 
have four monasieries; the one at 


Jerusalem, of which more wiil be | 


said by and by, being the most 
splendid and opulent in the holy 
city. In Constantinople there are 
supposed to be not less than 100,- 
000 Armenians, among whom, as 
they are a body of enterprising 
merchants, there is immense 


wealth. The Armenians are the) 


bankers of the East, and rule the 
mercantile republic, from Constan- 
tinople to Calcutta: and travelling 
much, for the purposes of trade, 
they have become the most intelli- 
gent of the oriental sects, and on 
that account are the most likely 
subjects for reform.* Mr. Goodell 


thus speaks of them in his letter of | 


the latest date. 


* The Armenian church is said to 
number 42,000 individuals in the Russian 
provinces; 70,000 in Persia; and in ‘lur- 
key, 1,500,000: while, as is intimated 
above, the merchants in her communion 
are feund every where in the East. 

Ed. Her. 
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Most of the principal men of the 
nation live, and some of them like 
princes, at Constantinople. They 
are not in the least degree under 
clerical influence, but give their 
priests and bishops the appellation 
of dogs, even to their faces, and 
frequently say to them, “You know 
nothing, and care for nothing, but 
to eat, drink and be merry.”” They 
occasionally attend church from 
respect to their nation, but they are 
tired with the sumptuous and un- 
meaning ceremonials of their reli- 
gion, give nocredence to the lying 
wonders of their legends and ghost- 
ly fathers, and look with no feel- 
ings but those of disgust, upon the 
ridiculous traditions, the supersti- 
tious rites, and the ten thousand 
absurdities, of their antiquated and 
crumbling church. They would at 
once suppress most of the clergy, 
and sweepaway ata stroke most of 
the convents and existing ecclesi- 
astical institutions were they not 
afraid that many of the bigotted 
informed Armenians in 
other places, would in consequence 
become papists. 


Great meetings of Armenians at 
Constantinople. 

The following letter from Mr. 
Goodell, dated Beyroot, Septem- 
ber 29, 1826, and addressed to the 
Corresponding Secretary of the 
Board, describes one of the most re- 
markable events of this eventful 
age. The occurrences reported, 
are indeed so wonderful, so beyond 
what even the friends and suppor- 
ters of missions had dared to ex- 
pect, that at first they seem almost 
incredible. 


Excitement firoduced at Constanti- 
nopfile, by Mr. King’s Farewell 
Letter to the People of Syria; 
with the consequent proceedings. 
My Dear Sir,—Though it was 

only yesterday, that I sealed and 

forwarded a long communication 
for you, yet I cannot refrain from 
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giving you additional information, 
which has just come to hand from 
Constantinople. 

It seems, that Mr. King’s Fare- 
well Letter, which (with consider- 
able addition by myself, having spe- 
cial reference to the Armenians,) 
we had translated into Turkish, 
found its way to Constantinople, in 
Signor Wortabet’s hand-writing, 
and produced an amazing excite- 
ment among the one hundred thou- 
sand Armenians ofthatcapital. <A 
council was immediately held, con- 
sisting of all the Armenian monks, 
and priests, and bishops, and pa- 
triarchs, of whom several happened 
at that time to be at Constanti- 
nople; also of all the principal Ar 
menians of the laity; together with 
two ofthe Greck patriarchs, viz. the 
Greek patriarch of Constantinople, 
and the patriarch of Jerusalem, 

Mr. King’s letter, with the Scrip- 
ture proofs, which I bad furnished 
abundantly in the margin, was then 


read, with a suitable pause after 
each section; and the question was 
solemnly asked, “Are these things 
so? Are the facts stated in this let- 


ter, true? And is the letter itself 
agreeable to the word of God?” 

The Bible, yes, the holy, bless- 
ed, long neglected Bible, was pro- 
duced and examined; and when 
they could not make it speak a dif- 
ferent language from the letter; 
they called for the original Greek, 
in order to be sure that their trans 
lation was a faithful one. In the 
end, they were forced to acknow- 
ledge, that the letter was agreeable 
to the holy Scriptures. 

The monks, and priests, and bi- 
shops, then said to the patriarch:— 
“Three of your principal men have, 
agreeably to this letter, and to the 
Bible, married wives; and are now 
overturning the whole system of 
our church. If they are doing 
right, we will all go and do like- 
wise; but, if they are not doing 
right, we insist upon your putting 
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an immediate stop to their proceed- 
ings, and bringing them to justice.” 

Here they were all in a perfect 
dilemma, and the council was di- 
vided. At last the principal Are 
menians said to their ecclesiastics; 
“This business does not belong to 
us; it belongs to you. We know 
very well that you are all bad men; 
that with all your professions of pu- 
rity, you are the most impure 
among the defiled; that you have in 
your cloisters both women and 
children; and that you annually pay 
much money, which all comes from 
our pockets, for this abominable 
purpose. But this is not our busi- 
ness; it is yours; and we leave it 
with you to act as you please.” 

After much disputation, and re- 
crimination, the follwing resolu- 
tions were finally agreed upon. 

1. That all the former deacons, 
and priests, and bishops, in the con- 
vent at Jerusalem, be required to 
leave the convent immediately, and 
that the patriarch put in their - 
place a few persons whom he may 
choose; provided they be persons 
once married, but now widowers: 

2. That, from this’ day until 
twenty-five years have expired, no 
individual be allowed to become a 
monk, or to be ordained a priest. 

3. That boys and women be not 
permitted to go hereafter on a pil- 
grimage to Jerusalem; and that if 
men go, they be not allowed to re- 
main more than four days in Jeru- 
salem, and that they never be again 


| permitted to witness the pfrretended 


miracle of the holy fire. 

To this last resolution, the Greek 
patriarchs made many objections, 
and earnestly besought that it 
might not pass;—For,”’ said they, 
“if we now let it be known, that 
the miracle of the holy fire was all 
an imposition, we shall be ridiculed 
by our enemies, and shall lose all 
credit with our own people, many 
of whom will become Turks.” 

But all the resolutions passed, 
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and the patriarch of Constantino- 
ple sent letters, officially through 
all his patriarchate, to put them 
in execution. 

The first resolution was passed 
in consequence of the low state of 
the convent, the decline of which is 
attributed, in a great measure, to 
the influence of the Armenians, 
who are with me. 

The second ‘resolution was in 
consequence of the universal com- 
plaint of the ignorance, profligacy, 
and numbers of the clergy. The 
high probability at present is, that 
not another Armenian will ever 
take the monastic vow. 

To this plain statement, which 
was made to me yesterday by an 
Armenian, who was present at the 
council, and saw and heard all 
that passed, I need add no com- 
ments. You yourself will perceive 
that the Armenians are evidently 
ripe for a moral revolution. 


Importance of an Armenian Press. 

Now for an Armenian press. I 
most ardently wish to pour fifty 
thousand Tracts upon Armenia 
next year, and to bring all her nu- 
merous, enterprising, interesting 
population under the influence of 
heavenly truth. Is it too much to 
hope, that, before the expiration of 
the twenty-five years, we shall be 
instrumental in raising up for her 
a holy priesthood, and of making 
even her, a feculiar people, zealous 
of good works. 

In the present unsettled state of 
the country, perhaps it would be 
imprudent to set up the press at 
Beyroot, and perhaps Smyrna and 
Constantinople would be no better. 
But it can go into immediate ope- 
ration at Malta, and I can send ei- 
ther my archbishop, or my priest, 
(both of whom, I hope have become 
truly regenerated; though the 
change is more marked in the lat- 
ter,’ to correct the proof sheets, 
under the general direction of Mr. 
Temple, or Mr, Smith. 
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Farther account of the Excitement 
at Constantinofile. 


When the marriage of these men 
was first reported at Constantino- 
ple, it was supposed that they had 
altogether renounced Christianity, 
and the general impression was, 
that like Judas, they had betrayed 
their master. When it was after- 
wards reported, that they still be- 
lieved in the Christian religion, 
and were attentively reading the 
Bible, it produced some astonish- 
ment. But when Mr. King’s let- 
ter arrived, and it was ascertained 
what views they had adopted, and 
in what labors they were actually 
engaged, it was like an electric 
shock, making a sudden and pow- 
erful impression upon all. 


Remarks on the General State of 
the Country. 


I find it exceedingly difficult at 
times, to prevent my brain from 
being fevered, and my midnight 
hours from being disturbed, by 
the lively and quick alternations of 
hope and fear, arising from those 
grand movements, which mark the 
features of the present age, in this 
oldest and darkest part of the globe 
—those mighty changes, which 
amidst terrible obstacles, and ter- 
rible judgments, seem fast coming 
on; and from the utter impossibi- 
lity of moulding things according 
to our wishes, without much help 
from the churches, and from the 
Most High. Nothing, apparently, 
will save multitudes of the half- 
enlightened, from falling from the 
grossest superstitions into the ran- 
kest infidelity, but the most exten- 
sive and powerful missionary ef- 
fort, accompanied by an extraordi- 


'nary degree of divine influence. 


But in such a country, and at 
such a time as this, we cannot do 


all that benevolence would prompt 


ustodo. The elements of govern- 


ment here, so strangely mixed, so 
strangely unconnected and discor- 
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dant, and so terrible from the be 
ginning hitherto, are, at Regents | 
also strangely convulsed; and the | 
whole seems more like the ravings | 
of despair, or the struggles of the | 
dying, than like the well directed | 
and gigantic efforts of the living. 
We have fears, but our hopes pre- 
ponderate. 

It was only four days ago, that 
we received official notice to pro- 
vide for our personal safety; as the 
report of the sudden departure of 
the British ambassador from Con- 
stantinople, gave reasons to sus- 
pect, that arupture had already 
taken place between England and 
the Porte. Mr. Abbott, who is 
now upon the mountain, has since 
written to us, that, in anticipation 
of events, he had provided a se- 
cure retreat for us all, where we 
can contemplate, without danger, 
the raging of the storms below, 
should they rise. 

Let not these threatening dan- 


gers discourage the Committee.— 
In case even of an open war, let 
missionaries come forth as God’s 


host. They can take from Malta, 
or Smyrna, French or other pass- 
ports, as the case may require; and 
we have much confidence, that all 
these political commotions will 
bring into contact with us, new 
and important points of observa- 
tion and labor, and will introduce 
us to untried and unthought of 
fields of usefulness. What benev- 
olent eyes would be bathed in tears, 
unless it were in tears of holy re- 
joicing, to see the beast and the 
false prophet taken, and all these 
ancient fabrics of superstition and 
of political despotism, which seem 
to have sprung up from the bot- 
tomless pit, crumble to atoms, and 
be found no more at all? 

There is something pleasant in the 
thought, that you and we may be 
permitted to live, and to look, at the 
expiration of the twenty-five years, 
upon those bright scenes of Arme- 
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nia, and of the countries around 
her, which seem even now to be 
unfolding. But that the life of all 
of us should be thus prolonged, is 
hardly to be expected. May we 
so live, as to be always able like 
Paul to feel, that to depart and to 
be with Christ, is far better. 

I hope soon to send you a histo- 
ry of the Armenians who are with 
me, written by themselves; also 
translations of some of their recent 
letters to their patriarch and to 
their kindred. 


Confirmation of the foregoing Intel- 
ligence. 


Oct. 6. Most of the above infor- 
mation respecting the Armenians, 
has been since confirmed; but what 
relates to the Arman, said to be ob- 
tained for those connected with 
me, is still involved in uncertainty. 
There is much reason to fear that 
one was obtained, but reason to 
hope it will be without effect. 

In the midst of fears and hopes, 
of lowering and brightening pros- 
pects, I close this communication, 
and recommend this mission toe 
your special prayers. 

Wm. GoovELt. 


Concluding Reflections, 


The reader has now seen some 
of the causes, which have been put 
in operation in Western Asia, and 
also some of their results, and his 
mind by this time must be prepar- 
ed for a most animating conclusion. 
Tj such causes are sufficient to frro- 
duce such results in thai part of the 
world, then must there be there a 
strong tendency to reformation; just 
as there was in Central Europe, 
when Martin Luther made his apft- 
fearance. Such is probably the 
fact. And though we are not per- 
mitted to hope without solicitude, 
nor to rejoice without trembling; 
yet may we both hope and rejoice. 
The current of public sentiment is 
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manifestly too deep and strong to 
be diverted from its course. Fire 
or sword, or poison, may destroy 
the converts who have already be- 
come the proofs and pledges of 
missionary success; but belonging 
as they do, to all the principal de- 
nominations in Syria, and repre- 
senting all, the news of their mar- 
tyrdom would every where become 
matter of conversation and inquiry, 
and their blood would be like good 
seed sown in a prolific soil. Or, 
should war compel the missiona- 
ries and their little company to fly, 
for aseason from that land, the 
island of Malta would kindly re- 
ceive them as it did the shipwreck- 
ed Apostle to the Gentiles. And 
there, by the side of the presses 
already in operation, they might 
erect one for Armenia, and the pi- 
ous priest and archbishop might 
acsist in diffusing the light of life 
among their intelligent country- 
men, who, from Constantinople to 
Bagdad, are even now beginning 
to cryoutforreform. There, too, 
the young Asaad Jacob, casting 
his eyes round the ample circum- 


ference of the Greek church, might | 


learn to employ his shrewd good 
sense in a glorious cause: and the 
other Asaad of noble spirit, could 
he escape from his Maronite per- 
secutors, might give scope to his 
powerful genius, and become the 
Augustin of the Oriental churches. 

What indeed, is to be the pre- 
cise nature of the conflict in those 
countries, and how long it is to 
last, we of course, know not. We 
see, however, a great mingled peo- 
ple beginning to be in motion, and 
the worst passions of the human 
heart preparing fora fierce conflict 
under the worst of governments.— 
But we behold, also, the Spirit of 
God, commencing a benign and 
mighty agency; and amid the 
blackness and thunderings of the 
impending storm, we discern the 
bow of promise, the emblem of a 
presiding Providence. 
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Destination of Messrs. Gridley 
and Brewer.—The embarkation of 
these missionaries on the 16th of 
September, for the Palestine mis- 
sion, was mentioned at p. 333 of 


the last volume. In thirty-six days 


they were landed at Gibraltar. 
Here they remained four days, and 


| then embarked for Malta, by way 


of Messina; and, two months from 
the time of leaving Boston, were 
affectionately greeted by their bre- 
thren on that island. 

Here—as the Committee have 
learned since the preceding pages 
went to the press—after consulta- 
tion with Mr. Temple and Mr. 
Smith, it was decided, that Messrs. 
Gridley and Brewer establish 
themselves, for the present, at 
Smyrna. The reasons for this lo- 
cation are briefly these: 

Mr. Brewer is sent more espe- 
cially to the Jews, and on that ac- 
count derives his support from the 
Ladies’ Jews Society of Boston 
and vicinity. Now, there are esti- 
mated to be in Smyrna and its im- 
mediate neighbourhood, full ten 
times as many Jews, as in all Syria 
and Palestine. The number of 
Jews, within three days’ journey 
of Smyrna, who speak the Jewish- 
Spanish language, is thought by 
Mr. Temple, to be not less than 
100,000 

The arrangement, which places 
Mr. Gridley also at Smyrna, has 
respect to the numerous produc- 
tions of the Malta press, in the 
Greek and Italian languages In 
Syria, there are comparatively 
few who speak either of these 
tongues. By availing himself of 
the accumulated results of the 


- press, Mr. Gridley will be able, it 
‘is presumed, to exert at once a 


salutary influence on a numerous 
people. 

Arrangement with respect to Mr, 
Smith.—In order that Mr. Smith 
might be qualified to superintend 
the press in Arabic, it was deter- 
mined that he proceed to Cairo, 
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and study the Arabic language, 
under the tuitf®n ot the Rev. Sam- 
uel Gobat, one of the German mis- 
sionaries in the employment of the 
Church Missionary Society, who 
had studied with those distinguish- 
ed Arabic scholars, the Baron de 
Sacy, at Paris, and Professor Lee, 
at Cambridge, in England. Having 
remained at Cairo, until the com- 
mencement of summer, Mr. Smith 
is expected to proceed to Beyroot, 
and remain there fora season. By 
the time he shall have returned to 
Malta, a fount of Arabic types 


will be procured, and works in| 
that language will be commenced 


under his superintendence. 
Es 


DEATH OF MRS. JUDSON. 

By the arrival of the brig Mars, 
from Calcutta, Captain Titcomb, 
101 days from Sand Heads, we 
have the distressing intelligence of 
the death of Mrs. Judson. 
Mr. Yates, of the English Baptist 
Mission at Calcutta, who came 
passenger in the Mars, is the bear- 
er of letters giving this informa- 
tion. Heis ona visit to our shores 
for the recovery of his health, much 
impaired by repeated attacks of fe- 
ver. Mrs. Judson died about the 
24th or 25th of: October, but the 
attendant circumstances are not 
particularly known. Previously to 
Mrs. Judson’s illness, Mr. Judson 
had departed for Ava, with the 
British Commissioners, as their 
interpreter. He had agreed to ac- 
company them at their solicitation, 
in the hope of prevailing on the 
Emperor of Burmah to consent to 
the free exercise of the Christian 
religion in his dominions. It was 
not probable that Mr. Judson was 
made acquainted with his loss till 
the last of December, or beginning 
of January. 

== 


LETTER FROM OTAHEITE. 
We have been politely favored 


DEATH OF MRS. JUDSON.——LETTER FROM OTAHEITE,. 


Rev. | 
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by a gentleman of this city, with 
the perusal of. a letter received 
from G. P. Upshur, Lieutenant on 
board the United States Sloop of 
War, Peacock, dated on board the 
Peacock, Pafeata Bay, Otaheite, 
20th of August, 1826. 


The statement given by Mr. Up- 
shur relative to the progress and 
influence of Christian knowledge 
in that Island, contains many in- 
teresting particulars, which con- 
firm the reports of the Missiona- 
ries. By permission we copy a 
part of this letter which describes 
the condition of those Islanders, 
under the influence of the Mission. 
After describing the inhabitants of 
Nooaheevah, (a neighbouring Is- 
land) who are naked barbarians, 
addicted to theft, cannibalism and. 
other cruelties peculiar to heathen, 
—he makes the following remarks 
relative to the moral change effect- 
ed in Otaheite by the introduction 
of Christianity. ‘This Island,” says 
Mr. Upshur, “exhibits a very dif- 
ferent aspect. The Missionaries, 
of whom there are five, have estab- 
lished order and something like a 
civilized state of society among 
the natives. They are at present 
engaged in educating them at the 
neighbouring island of Emao, 
where they have a large school of 
their own and native children, who 
read and write and understand the 
gospel pretty well. They teach 
in the language of the Island and 
have translators, and a press, by 
which many copies of the Penta- 
teuch will shortly be distributed to 
those who are disposed to read 
them; Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John are to be found in the verna- 
cular tongue of the Otaheitans, and 
in every house. They have hymn 
books, &c. in great abundance. 

I attended church afew days 
since at Matovai, where every lady 
was supplied with a book; and 
blush! oh, ye civilized Christian 
lasses, for I do aver that I never 
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saw in any Protestant Church, in 
our own country, 80 attentive, so de- 
corous, and afifiarently so devout a 
congregation, as Ibeheld in the Tem- 
file of these rude Islanders. There 
were persons of all ages, sexes and 
conditions, to the amount of one 
thousand; and among them all, there 
was neither a whisper nor a titter 
during the whole service. The Ser- 
mon was preached in their own 
language, which is certainly the 
softest, sweetest, and most sono- 
rous I ever heard, except the Greek, 
to which in sound, though not in 
orthography it bears a strong re- 
semblance when spoken rapidly. 

Of this sermon I can say noth- 
ing because I did not understand 
it, but the best ever I heard, was 
given a few days since on board, 
by Missionary Pritchard, an intel- 
ligent and well educated English 
Methodist. He is to preach again 
for us next Sunday, and this is the 
first time I ever anticipated with 
pleasure a sermon on board.” 

Diocess of Nova-Scotia. 

At a convocation held in King’s 
College, Windsor, on the 7th of 
February, 1827, the Rev. Hibbert 
Binney, M. A. was admitted to the 
degrees of bachelor and doctor in 
civil law, by acclamation. And the 
honorary degree of doctor in civil 
law was conferred on the following 
gentlemen:—The venerable Au- 
brey George Spencer, archdeacon 
of Bermuda; the venerable George 
Okill Stuart, archdeacon of Upper 
Canada; the Rev. John Millidge, 
rector of Annapolis: the Rev. Thos. 
B. Rowland, rector of Shelburne; 
James Stuart, Esq. his majesty’s 
attorney-general of Lower Canada; 
Benjamin De St. Croix, Esq. M. 
D. of Charlotte-Town, in Prince 
Edward Island. 





ROMISH INTOLERANCE. 
The highly intolerant spirit of 





the see of Rome is strongly shown 


in a circular, jist issued by the 
Pope, ordering all ews to dismiss 
their Christian servants, females, 
well as males, not excepting such of 
the former as may be employed as 
nurses. This papal bull also pro- 
hibits introducing into the houses 
of Jews, any Christian for the pur- 
pose of lighting fires on Friday 
evenings, on Saturdays, or on any 
Hebrew festival whatever. The 
violators of this inquisitorial order 
are liable to severe penalties, to be 
inflicted “at the pleasure of the 
supreme holy congregation.” 


—»_+o— 


DOMESTIC. 
SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

MANAGERS OF THE EDUCATION 

SOCIETY. 

The Managers of the Society 
for the Education of Pious Young 
Men for the Ministry of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, held 
their semi-annual meeting at Alex- 
andria, on the 25th ult. They have 
the satisfaction of informing the 
patrons and friends of the Society, 
that its affairs, during the last half 
year, have been unusually prospe- 
rous. Its funds are in a flourish- 
ing state; and a number of young 
gentlemen have signified to the 
Managers their intention of fitting 
themselves for the Ministry, under 
the patronage of this Society.— 
Four persons were admitted as be- 
neficiaries. 

The Constitution and By-Laws 
of the Society are about to be pub- 
lished in a*separaie form, for the 
information of those who wish to 
avail themselves of the advantages 
of the Society. 


DONATION. 
Battimone, April 17, 1827. 
Dear Brother: Please to acknowledge 
in the next Repertory, $25 for the Edu- 
cation Society, from the Brooklyn Aux- 
iliary; received by your friend and bro- 
ther, 





J.P. K. Hensaaw. 
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BEAUFORT EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


The following should have been 
inserted before, but was mislaid. 


Beavuronrt, Aug. 10, 1826. 


Dear Sir: The ladies of this 
place have felt much interested in 
the account (contained in the num- 
ber of the Repertory for Novem- 
ber last,) of the Education Society, 
which is held in rotation at Alex- 
andria, Washington, and George- 
town, for the purpose of preparing 
pious young men for the Ministry 
in the Episcopal Church. The 
interest we feel on the occasion, 
and the deep sense which we have 
of its importance to the Church of 
which we are members, has indu- 
ced us to form a Society here, aux 
iliary to the parent one; whereby 
we may testify our approbation of 
its object, and by so doing afford 
ourselves an opportunity to con- 
tribute our mite—which contribu- 
tion, I assure you, Sir, though 
small, is made willingly, and I trust 
with Christian sincerity. The 
place we live in is small, and also 
the population. We have several 
Societies formed in our Congrega- 
tion for the promotion of good to 
the Church, and which I humbly 
trust proceeds from love to Christ. 
We now have the blessing of being 
ministered unto, by a faithful 
preacher of the Gospel; which we 
consider so great a privilege, that 
we are willing to administer of our 
substance to assist in preparing 
many such, who may, under God, 
prove blessings in dispensing the 
Gospel of Christ to many hunger- 
ing and thirsting souls. We send 
you, on the next page, the Consti- 
tution, and the names of the officers 
of our infant Society; and in the 
course of a few weeks, we expect 
to forward you a draft of fifty or 
more dollars, or that sum in cash: 
and sincerely hope, though a small 
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Constitution of the Beaufort, S. C. 
Education Society. Formed the 
Jirst Monday in July, 1826. 


Art. I. This Society shall be called 
The Ladies’ Society of Beaufort for thé 
Education of Pious Young Men for the 
Protestant Episcopal Church; and shall 
be auxiliary to the Society for the Edu- 
cation of Pious Young Men for the Min- 
istry of said Church, whose annual meet- 
ings are held, in rotation, in the cities of 
Washington, Alexandria, and George- 
town. 

Art. If. Ladies subscribing annually 
the sum of fifty cents, shall be members 
of this Society. An annual donation 
from any individual, of either sex, of one 
dollar, shall constitute the donor a friend, 
and a donation annually of three dollars, 
from a person of either sex, shall consti- 
tute the donor a patron of the Society. 

Art. III. The officers of this Society 
shall consist of a President, Secretary, 
and Treasurer, who, with the female 
Jriends and patrons of the Society, to- 
gether with the members, shall form a 
Board of Managers, five of whom shalt 
form a quorum for the transaction of bu- 
siness, 

Art. IV. The annual meeting of the 
Society shall be held on Whitsun Mon. 
day, in the Episcopal Church, Beaufort 
and always opened with prayer. ' 


ABSTRACT OF THE JOURNAL OF 
THE LAST GENERAL CONVEN- 
TION, 

It appears from this document, 
the publication of which has, we 
doubt not, unavoidably been de- 
layed, that the House of Bishops 
consisted of nine, all being present, 
excepting Bishop Moore, prevent- 
ed by sickness; and the other 
House consisted of forty-four cleri- 
cal and thirty-one lay deputies.— 
Of those, admitted by a vote, to the 
sittings of the House, there were 
fifty-seven Clergymen, two of them 
Professors in the General Theolo- 
gical Seminary, and ten candidates 
for orders, (of whom five were stu- 
dents of the above mentioned Se- 
minary.) 

The session was opened, as usual, 








sum, it may be found useful. 
Von. VIIU........No, 10—64, 


with religious services and a Ser- 
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mon, which was preached by Bp 
Bowen, to whom a vote of thanks 
was passed by both Houses, and a 
copy requested for publication.— 
The request having been acceded 
to, the Sermon was promptly 
printed, and furnished to the mem- 
bers. 

The following is the address of 

. the President of the House of Cle- 
rical and Lay Deputies, the Rev. 
Dr. Wilmer: 

“In commencing the business of 
the Convention, I beg leave to of- 
fer to you, my respected brethren, 
a few observations. I deem it 
proper, in the first place, to tender 
to you my acknowledgments for 
the renewed evidence of your good 
will afforded by my re-election as 
President of this honourable body. 
Permit me also to congratulate 
you on the favourable circumstan- 
ces under which we are now as- 
sembled. The present number of 
our body, exceeding, perhaps, that 
of any preceding Convention, af- 
fords pleasing proof of the extend- 
ing limits of our Zion, and of the 
increasing interest taken by her 
members in her concerns. The 
young scion, which was trans- 
planted from the parent stem into 
this western wilderness, has taken 
deep root; it is extending its 
branches over the land, and begin- 
ning to spread its leaves for the 
healing of the nations. Oureccle- 
siastical system, in the test which 
it has given by experiment, has 
more than realized the expectation 
_of its friends. By its nice adjust- 
ment of the balance of liberty and 
power, and the wise distribution 
of both among the respective or- 
ders, it has accommodated itself, 
with happy effect, to the genius of 
our civil institutions, and the ha- 
bits of a free people; at the same 
time that it has preserved, in their 
unbroken integrity, those great 
principles which are unchangea- 
.ble, because of divine origin; and, 
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in all respects, has proved its high 
adaptation to the purposes of unity 
and peace, and to all the great 
ends of its institution. 

“Among the many causes of 
congratulation which present them- 
selves, we may reckon not as the 
least, the harmony which has hi- 
therto attended the deliberations 
of our General Councils. Amidst 
great diversity of sentiment on 
important and delicate topics, the 
unity of the Church has still been 
preserved in the bond of peace.— 
Whilst we felicitate ourselves on 
this retrospect, as the pledge and 
earnest of the future, let us offer 
our prayers and efforts, that peace 
may still dwell within our walls. 
Difference of opinion, unavoidably 
incident to human nature, arising 
from education, association, preju- 
dice, and various uncontrolable 
circumstances, must be expected 
to keep pace with the increase of 
our numbers, and to bring, incor- 
porated with them, elements 
fraught with danger to the best 
interests of the Church. It is the 
prerogative of Christian charity, 
guided by the wisdom that is pure 
and peaceable, and easily entreat- 
ed, to leaven this lump, and to 
transmute these elements, which, 
otherwise, by coming in contact 
with their kindred affinities, would 
put on the forms of combustion, 
into sound and wholesome agen- 
cies for the general good. Upon 
us, the members of this General 
Convention, standing upon a high 
eminence before the Church, and 
before the world, does it especially 
devolve, to set an example of 
Christian politeness and charity, 
bearing in mind the sentiment of 
one of our most illustrious of hu- 
man oracles, that “the time will 
come, when three words spoken 
with meekness of spirit, will meet 
with a far more blessed reward 
than three thousand volumes writ- 
ten with a disdainful sharpness of 
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wit.” In endeavouring to fulfil 
the part assigned me in the duties 
before us, I shall rely upon your 
aid and advice in all matters of 
difficulty that may arise, appeal- 
ing to you also with confidence 
for your co-operation in maintain 

ing the rules of order and deco- 
rum, as necessary to the despatch 
of business, to the dignity of our 
body, and the honour of religion. 
And may He, from whom all good 
counsels, and all just works do 
proceed, direct and prosper all our 
consultations to the advancement 
of his glory, the good of his Church, 
and the salvation of those for 
whom we are put in trust!” 

A Resolution to the following 
effect was passed:—‘That a joint 
Committee be appointed, to whom 
there may be communicated all 
errors, if any, in the editions of the 
Bible printed under the operation 
of the second Canon of 1823, which 
errors shall be notified on the Jour- 
nal of the Convention to which 
they may, at any time, be present- 
ed by said Committee.” 

An inquiry was instituted as to 
the number of candidates for or- 
ders in our Church, which was as- 
certained to be, in eight of the di- 
oceses, 44. 

The other dioceses did not re- 
port the number of their candi- 
dates. 

The diocess of Mississippi was, 
by request, admitted into union 
with the General Convention. 

A Committee was appointed “to 
take into consideration the expedi- 
ency of forming an American So- 
ciety for promoting Christian 
Knowledge, and the measures 
which it may be proper for this 
Convention to adopt for that pur- 
pose,” who reported: 

That they fully approved of the 
formation of such a Society, upon 
a plan submitted to them by their 
Chairman, the Rev. Mr. Barlow.— 
They are of opinion, that the prin- 


GENERAL CONVENTION. 








487 


ciples of the plan, duly adminis- 
tered and carried into effect, 
would, in the most effectual man- 
ner, promote the interests of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, and 
the cause of Christianity through- 
outthe Union. But, they are also 
of opinion, that it is not expedient 
or necessary to its accomplishment 
that it should be acted upon by the 
Convention, otherwise than in the 
expression of their approbation of 
it. The Committee, therefore, 
submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That this Convention 
view with great interest, all efforts 
which are made for the pious and 
benevolent objects of the proposed 
American Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge—that they 
approve the scheme of such Socie- 
ty, which has been presented for 
their consideration, and deem it 
worthy the favourable regard and 
patronage of all the friends of the 
Church. — 

It was then moved, that the con- 
sideration of the subject of the a- 
bove report be indefinitely post- 
poned. The motion was lost. 

The following resolution was 
then introduced, as an amendment 
to that proposed by the Commit- 
tee: 

Resolved, As the opinion of this 
House, that, without entering at 
all into the merits of the plan no- 
ticed in the report of the Commit- 
tee, it is inexpedient to legislate 
upon the subject. 

A resolution was then introdu- 
ced to re-commit the subject to the 
former Committee, and lost. 

The above amendment of the 
resolution introduced by the Com- 
mittee, was then carried. 

As this measure originated with 
one of the representatives of this 
diocess, by whom it was most ably 
advocated in and out of the Con- 
vention, and as we knew it to have 
been highly approved hy some of 
the wisest and best men among us, 
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we trust we may be indulged with 
a passing remark. It is an ex- 
pression of regret that it was not, 
at least, laid on the table as unfin- 
ished business, to be taken up by 
the next Convention, by which 
time the members might have be- 
come better acquainted with its 
merits 

From the report on the siate of 
the Church, (corrected by other 
documents.) it appears that of 
Priests and Deacons, there are as 
follows: 
Eastern Diocess, composed of 


Maine, ° ° = ‘galt, 
New Hampshire, - . ° a 7 
Massachusetts, - . o 
Vermont, - ° . 11 
Rhode-Island, - . » 6 
Diocess of Connecticut, - - 52 
New York, ° » 314 


. 
‘ 

_~ 
oo 


New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, - - 58 
Delaware, - - 6 
Maryland, - - 50 
Virginia, CE. 38 
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North Carolina, - + if 
South Carolina, : 33 
Georgia, > % 4 
Ohio, * iS 9 
Mississippi, Geis 5 
In Kentucky, ° a 4 
Louisiana, Gti he 1 
Alabama, ene 1 
Michigan, hla 3 
Missouri, . > 1 
Arkansas, ° + 1 
461 

Recapitulation. 
Bishops, 10 


Priests & Deacons, 461 


Total, 471 


Increase since January, 1826, 40; and 
in the last three years, 91. Several 
Clergymen have died in the course of 
the last year. Of the above number, 
it appears 55 Priests are without cures. 
In Massachusetts, the disproportion ap- 
pears to be the greatest, there being 
“18 Clergymen with, and 7 without 
cures;”’ that is, more than a fourth. 


Statement of the Baptisms, Confirmations, &c. 

















Baptisms for ; Confirmations | Communi- | Organized ; Church’s 

three years. |“ for 3 years. cants. Parnes. conscr’d. 
N. Hampshire, 100 100 320 
Maine, 0 reported. 
Vermont, 200 0 rept’d. 750 24 3 
Massachusetts, 722 197 1300 25 2 
Rhode-tsland, 0 reported. 
Connecticut, 0 reported. | 1156 4223 74 3 
New York, 6091 2272 6930 153° 15 
New Jersey, 732 256 800 50 2 
Pennsylvania, 2322 960 1886 54 10 
Delaware, 142 0 rept’d. 375 14 1 
Maryland, 4467 1123 2615 65 6 
Virginia, 0 reported. 0 
North Carolina, 708 364 649 10 6 
South Carolina, 986 519 1988 38 4 
Georgia, 41 one year. 68 164 4 
Ohio, 506 287 768 0 r’d. 0 r’d. 
Mississippi, 0 reported. 4 

17017 7302 22768 502 52 














*Twenty-nine Congregations added since preceding General Convention: 


[ Gospel Messenger. 


( To be continued. ) 
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GEORGIA. 


From a correspondent, travelling 
through the Southern Country, we 
have received the following refresh- 
ing account of the state of religion 
in several parts of Georgia. 

On turning my steps towards the 
South, I anticipated much of grati- 
fication in the quickness and 
warmth of its hospitality—and in 
the novelty of many of its customs; | 
yet, in that view of society which | 
ought most to fix the eye of a/ 
Christian, I confess that I looked | 
for pain, rather than pleasure. I' 
mean the religious state of the) 
community. In this, however, I | 





have been happily disappointed, | 


and from my entering the upper | 


° | 
country of Georgia, an unearthly | 


interest has been thrown over my 
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their solicitude. This work of 
' grace has reached from the child 

of twelve years to the man and wo- 
‘man of seventy; nor has it been 

‘confined to one denomination of 

' Christians, or to the unenlightened 
‘of any. .“The poor” have indeed 
‘yielded to “the gospel preached”. 
‘to them; but the rich, too, have. 
seen that there is a pearl of price- 

less worth, which they could not 
| purchase, but which they have 
trodden under foot, though tender- 

|ed from on high, and at the ex- 
pense of blood. The most intelli- 
gent have turned to its attainment, 
‘as “the beginning of wisdom; 
and those who were, in theory no. 
| less than practice, infidels, have 
believed in it, as “the power of 
| God.” Indeed, I know whole fa- 





course; and I doubt not the brief |; milies, that are by all admitted to 
statement, which can here be made, 
will tend to impart the instruction 
and encouragement by me enjoyed. 
Washingion, Athens, and Milledg- 
ville, seem to have been the cen- 


} 


tral points of a new and wide- 
spreading attention to the things 
of Eternity. In each of the two 
former, there was within the year 
only one young female professor of | 
religion—now, there is in both 
scarcely one young lady, who does 


not call herself a disciple of Christ. |; 


Among the students of Franklin 
College, only two were considered 
as pious, and they, by their efforts 
and their prayers, for favour upon 
Zion, had incurred ridicule and 
threats from their companions.— 
Last fall, however, a soul-com- 
manding awe came upon those 
triflers, and despisers of divine 
grace; and previously to the com- 
mencement, fifty telt its power, so 
as to be now decided Christians. 
Since the opening of the present 
term, the interest has spread 
among the new members of Col- 
lege; and at a recent evening meet- 
ing, seven desired to be prayed 





for, and were not ashamed to avow |: 


} have been mightily transformed. 


Those who were noted for worldly 
dissipation, are arrested in their 
way to ruin, and made meek disci- 
ples of the Cross; and, in exchange 
for the vacancy of seeming plea- 
sure, having not only their steps 
now directed by its principles, but 
their lips vocal with its wisdom, 
their hands active with its benevo- 
lence, and their faces bright with 
its real joy. One lady told me 
|that it was an able exposition of 
Unitarian sentiments, which made 
her tremble at the shaking of what 
she thought the foundation of 
hope; and which compelled her to 
search for the truth, until she 
found peace in believing. I at- 
tended a full prayer meeting in the: 
house of a lady who had been the 
leader of fashion; and that parlour, 
which had been all gaiety and 
vain show, was now hallowed by 
religious fellowship, and convert- 
ed into a Bethel for the wanderer. 
Though the power of these things 
is most concentrated in a few 
spots, yet it is not to them confin- 
ed. A silent influence is felt to 
pervade distant communities— 
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commanding a new respect for re- 
ligion and the Christian ministry; 
throwing a kind of awe over the 
very highest class of society, and 
making the ear and the heart more 
ready for the truths of revelation. 
Had I time, it might be profitable, 
as it were interesting, to state ma- 
ny particulars in this change of 
general and individual character; 
but I must close with a iew re- 
marks upon the sketch here drawn. 
These facts afford cause for joy 
not only in their immediate bear- 
ing upon the destiny of the per- 
sons and the character of the re- 
gion from which they are taken, 
but also in their general aspect, 
en our holy faith. They remind 
us that human nature and Christi- 
anitvy, in themselves, and in their 
relation to each other, are every 
where the same; and in this trans- 
forming power of the gospel, we 
have an irresistible evidence that 
in it there is something real— 


something beyond the compass, no | 


less than opposite to the wishes of 
man. Indeed, I know of nothing 
more cheering and improving to 
the pious heart, in the course of 
its earthly pilgrimage, than to find 
this identity in the trophies of 
grace—an identity of general his- 
tory and character and interests, 
which creates a fellowship, quick 
and binding as the magic spell; so 
that those who were utterly stran- 
gers, are, by the spirit of adop- 
tion and kindred, made to feel 
themselves brothers, instantane- 
ously and forever. And when 
these ties are discovered to exist 
independently on place and peo- 
ple, it can better be realized that 
there are in Zion, chords which 
will “take in their compass the 
whole earth;” and stakes strong 
against the separating power of 
human hate and infernal agency. 
Again, I remark, that such facts 
constitute what is called a “revi- 
val of religion;” and since they 
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take place the same in regions of 
country, and classes of society, 
and other circumstanees so vari- 
ous and so unfavourable to them,— 
such as from the negroes of a 
plantation to the disciplined and 
sceptical minds of a College, and 
of a Military Academy,—objectors 
may see more of the wisdom of 
Gamaliel’s caution; and be indu- 
ced to let futurity and the judg- 
ment, rather than their mad oppo- 
sition, determine whether it be the 
work of God. And if, in this kind 
of general excitement, as in all 
others among men, there be some 
improprieties, which a judicious 
mind must regret, perhaps we may 
here discover some light upon the 
question, whether the radical 
change, resulting so much more 
extensively from revivals, be not, 
with all the attendant evils, far pre- 
ferable to the pervading and soul- 
killing indifference of most com- 
munities, a cold lethargy, as irra- 
tional as it is unfeeling. For my 
own part, wherever I thus “see 
the grace of God,” I cannot but be 
“plad;” and, like Barnabas, in 
these effects of his Spirit, I find 
the strongest reason for “exhort- 
ing, with steadfast heart, to cleave 
unto the Lord,” inasmuch as they 
are a proof that his cause will pre- 
vail. 

As might be expected the circu- 
lation of Bibles and Tracts, is call- 
ing forth more and more interest 
and efforts in this part of Georgia. 

One thing, however, has fallen 
under my observation, here, to oc- 
casion regret—a jealousy and ri- 
valship between those who profess 
alike to “love the Lord Sesus in 
sincerity.” Of course I do not 
speak of it as coming from Epis- 
copalians, or directed against them; 
for in all my route west of Augus- 
ta, I met with only four members 
of our church,—(those who were 
originally, or would have been 
Episcopalians, having been remov- 
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ed from its ordinances, until now 
they are established in the reli- 
gious customs of the country. Ma- 
con, where there is a small con- 
gregation of ours, I have not yet 
visited. 1 was speaking as an 
impartial witness, of those alike 
related to me in other denomina- 
tions: and my observation of cir- 
cumstances there, no less than the 
history of past ages, convinces me, 
that, give to any one sect of Chris- 
tians, the predominant influence— 
and they will turn it against others, 
This tour, while it has led me to 
rejoice in the good done by others 
has not made me love less my own 
Church; but it has rendered, if pos- 
sible, still more lively my sense of 
injury to the cause of redeeming 
love, at this narrow-minded intol- 
Jerance of sect, whether it be in 
my own or in others. And when 


I find it showing its infernal shape 
onthe very ground so sacred— 
where the Spirit is operating to 
bless all so far as they are Chris- 


tians indeed—I am more than ev- 
er constrained to put forth my fee- 
ble influence and prayers against 
it, as | would wish to have my fel- 
low immortals saved on earth, and 
united in the praises and all the 
deeds of Heaven.— Epis. Reg. 

MISSIONARY SPIRIT AND LIBER. 

ALITY: 

The following communication, 
taken from the Philadelphian, will 
afford the friends and supporters 
of Missionary enterprise among 
the destitute in our own country 
the most pleasing evidence, that 
such labors are notin vain. Facts, 
like those contained in the subjoin- 
ed article are better proofs than 
mere wordy arguments, of the 
utility of Missionary exertions at 
home. The moral desolations in 
our own land, after having been 
refreshed by the charities of the 
ehurch and by the'blessing of the 
Most High, will no doubt rear up 
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many powerful auxiliaries to aid 
in the work of publishing the good 
tidings of great joy among all na- 
tions. “The writer of this commu- 
nication,” says the editor, “was two 
years a Missionary of the United 
Domestic Missionary Society; but 
the people where he labored hav- 
ing been strengthened by the bles- 
sing of God on the little aid afford- 
ed them, have since sustained the 
full support of their minister with- 
out Foreign assistance, and have 
| refunded to the Society more than 

thev had received. In addition to 
| what the people had already done, 
| the Missionary himself has now 
forwarded to the American Home 
Missionary Society, the full amount 
appropriated to his support, while 
in the service of this Society. _We 
thank God for such examples of li- 
berality, and doubt not that they 
will be multiplied. 


March 26, 1827. 


Srtr,—Enclosed I send you $140 
as a thank-offering that I have been 
permitted to “preach the Gospel 
to the poor.” It is an important 
item of my earnings, in a place to 
which I was introduced by the Do- 
mestic Missionary Society,—a So- 
ciety which seems to have adopted 
for its fundamental principle a 
maxim that I have long considered 
as the basis of all judicious alms- 
giving, which is to help those that 
will help themselves, and in such 
way as will prompt them to steady 
and persevering efforts. 

I take a lively interest in all that 
concerns Foreign Missions; but 
from actual and extensive survey, 
I have become so deeply impressed 
with the wants of the destitute in 
our new settlements, that I appeal 
to the churches in their behalf. I 
care very littl about money, and 
it is only when such an object is 
ybefore me as that contemplated by 
your Society, that I want to b 
‘Tich. 
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THE CHOCTAW MISSION. 

Very. encouraging intelligence 
from the Choctaw nation has been 
received in Philadelphia. A teach- 
erat Emmaus, in the service of the 
American Board of Commission 
ers, writes to his brother, that du- 
ring the past year, a change has 
been made in the government of 
that nation, by the removal of some 
individuals in authority, and the 
election of others in their places, 
which will doubtless, have a salu- 


- tary influence on the cause of In- 


dian civilization, and accelerate the 
general reception of the gospel.— 
The strong and deep rooted preju- 
dices, which have existed in the 
minds of the natives towards the 
missionaries, are (in the opinion 
of the writer) giving way to more 
enlightened views; which appear 
in the increasing confidence of the 
people, and their willingness in 
some places to lend an ear to the 
word of life. 

The most important information 
thowever, is contained in the sub- 
joined extract, by which it appears 
that to the Chociaws “also, God 
hath granted repentance unto life.” 
The patient labourers in the wil- 
derness, are now reaping the fruiis 
of their toils, in the pouring out of 
the Spirit from on high, with 
which four of the station= have 
been of late visited. These are 
the promised “streams in the de- 
sert, and the breaking out of wa- 
ters,” which, in connexion with 
the wonderful descent of divine 
influences, in many other portions 
of our country, should lead us in 
cur “exalted Capernaum,” to the 
consideration of that sure word of 
prophecy, (whereunto we do well 
to take heed) which declares that 


- “they shall come from the east, 


and from the west, from the north, 
and from the south, and shall sit 
down in the kingdom of God.— 
And behold, there are last which 
shall be first, and there are first’ 
which shall be last.” 


GHOCTAW MISSION.~~EPISCOPAL AOTS. 
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“Last night I received the joy- 
ful news, that the Lord is pouring 
out his spirit at Elliott, Mayhew, 
Ai-ikhun nuh, and Goshen, four 
missionary stations in this nation; 
at Mayhew, we learn that all the 
hired men, and several of the large 
scholars were anxiously inquiring 
what they must do to be saved; at 
Goshen, three in the family are re- 
joicing, and a general seriousness 
pervades the family.” —/il. 


EPISCOPAL ACTS. 


On the second Sunday in Lent, 
March I1th, the Right Rev. Bi- 
shop Hobart held an ordination in 
St. John’s chapel, New York, when 
Mr. William R. Whittingham, an 
alumnus of the General Theologi- 
cal Seminary of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United 
States, and the librarian of that in- 
stitution, was admitted to the ho- 
ly order of deacons. Morning 
prayer was read by the Rev. Sam- 
uel H. Turner, D D. professor of 
biblical learning, and the interpre- 
tation of Scripture, in the said se- 
minary; and aiter a sermon by the 


bishop, the exhortation to the can- 


didate was delivered by the Rey. 
William Berrian, an assistant min- 
ister of Trinity church, New York. 
The candidate was presented by 
the Rev, Dr. Turner. 

On Thursday the 22d ultimo, 
St. John’s church, Stillwater, was 
consecrated by the Right Rev. Bi- 
shop Hobart; who officiated at Wa- 
terford on Friday, at Lansingburg 
on Saturday morning, and at Troy 
Saturday evening, and on the 


‘morning afternoon, and evening 


of Sunday. In the morning, in the 
church at Troy, after a sermon 
suited to the occasion, a collection 
was made for missionary purposes 
in this state, to the amount of 130 
dollars; and in the afternoon, con- 
firmation was administered to 73 
[Christian Journal. 


persons. 








